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The Recommendation. 


lick View, we cannot but 
think, that as it exhibits a re- 
markable Example of the Chriſtian Life, 
ſo it gives a freſh Teſtimony to the admi- 
rable Efficacy of the diſtinguiſhing Grace 
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brought, as ſhe thankfully acknowledges, 
to a-clear Sight of the Apoſtaſy and Vile- 
neſs of the human Nature, and to a deep 


Conviction, both of the Inſufficiency of 


our own Righteouſneſs, and of the Ne- 
ceſſity of an Intereſt by Faith in the im- 
puted Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, for 
our Juſtification and Acceptance with 
Gov. 


And from theſe brief Memoirs of her 
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CH A p. I. 
Her Method of cloſing the Week, and 
2 for the Sabbath. oe 


APRIL 3. 1717. 


HROUGH divine Goodneſs I I 
am brought near the Cloſe of ano- 
ther Week: I would not cloſe it 
without making ſome Reflections. 
I find I could run out in Complaints againſt 


_ myſelk; but 1 would not overlook the graci- 
ous Dealings of God to me, I would hum- 
FE hope I have had the Tokens of his Pre- 
| ſence with me in Duty: O howreviving hath 
it been! It is infinite-Condeſcenſion to have 

1 any Regard to ſo 1 and vile a Creature as 

Jam. 


2 An Extract of the Diary 

Jam. None more. beholden to free Grace 
than I; and ſometimes methinks I can admire 
it and feel it conſtraining, It grieves me that 
I can make no more Returns. I cannot love 
_ Chriſt as he hath loved me; but yet I would 


love him as much as ever Creature loved him. 


I am, I find, never fo. well pleaſed with my- 
ſelf, as when I find myſelf in a gracious loving 
Frame; and I long to love him perfectly, 
without Interruption or Intermiſſion. 

I can't but be thankful, that I have another 
Sabbath in View. Ol if I know my own 
Heart, I would fain get Grace by the Means: 
But I cannot but be jealous of myſelf, and 
fear how it will be with me; ſuch ſad Expe- 

rience I have had of a hard, dull, unaffected 
Heart. Very juſtly. may God leave me to 
myſelf. Sometimes for my Sins he does hide 
his Face, that when T come to Duties I can- 
not have any ſenſible Enjoyment of him; but 
when it is thus with me, my Conſcience bear- 
eth me witneſs, I am reſtleſs and diflatisfied ; 
and I hope I find in me a Reſolution ſtill to 
hold on in the way of Duty, and to hope in 
his Mercy. | OT, . 

1 would fain get nearer to God in the Du- 
ties of the approaching Sabbath. Lord, give 
me a Heart to improve it. The Preparati- 
on of the Heart muſt come from thee, Let 
me receive of the Fulneſs that there is in 


Chriſt Jeſus, even Grace for Grace, for his 
lake. Amen. 1 6 
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AvuGUST 11, 1711. 


This being Satur 


F 


day Evening, I was deſi- 
rous to cloſe the Day and Week with God. 


I enter*d my Chamber, and, I hope, with . 


Deſire to enter into my Heart, that I might 
get ſome farther Acquaintance with myſelf, 
my State in the general, and particularly what 
it hath been this Week and Day paſt; and 
methinks I can't forbear making ſome Remarks 
for my future Uſe. God was abundantly gra- 


- cious to me. O his infinite Condeſcenſion! 


how amazing is it 

I was enabled to diſcern ſomething of a 
Work of Grace in me, and my Cove- 
nant- Intereſt in God, and to look up to him, 
and to lay claim to him as my God; and could 
tell Satan to his Face with abundance of 
Boldneſs, I am none of thine ; I am the Lord's, 
his Covenant Servant; his entirely, unreſerved- 
ly, chearfully, reſolvedly, and eternally; and 


could rejoice in the Security of my State. 


Methought it was as if Satan ſtood by me; 
but I told him, none ſhould ever pluck me 
out of my dear and mighty Redeemer's Hand. 
O! how I triumph over the grand Enemy of 
my Soul, and rejoice in my great Redeemer ! 
I find, I cannot expreſs what Impreſſions 
were made upon me. 8 
As I fate upon the Side of the Bed, I threw 
myſelf upon-the Bed, = was ſuppoſing my 
70 +: "1 "mn ſelf 


+ A Extratt if the Diary 
ſelf upon a dying Bed; and I could entertain 
the T houghts, of Death with ſome Delight. 

Surely it look*d with a pleaſant Aſpect. O 
how nothirig did the World appear to me? I 


could ſcorn it all in Compariſon of Chriſt Je- 


ſus my Lord. Nothing in it look'd pleaſant 
but the Sabbath J had in view, wherein I hope 
for ſome farther Converſe with my Lord. O 
how did J long to begin an everlaſting Sab- 
bath? The deareſt Enjoyments, the neareſt 
Relations, when in ſuch a Frame, methinks, 
are eaſily parted with. O then how could I 
admire the free, rich, diſtinguiſhing Grace 
of God to me, and cry out, Vhy me, Lord, 
why me, and paſs by thouſands? Ol aſto- 
niſhing Grace! And that he ſhould give me 
the comfortable Senſe: of it! O! none more 
unworthy, none more vile! But free Grace 
would have it ſo. And if God will work, 
Who ſhall hinder ? 5 

As I thus lay upon my Bed, I think near 
an Hour, I could not but pleaſe myſelf, what 
if Death were near at hand ! O methought I 
could have welcom'd its Approach; nay, I 


could long to be with my Lord. And yet I 


was, I think, defirous to be truly reſigned to 
the whole Will of God; deſiring that he 
would fulfil his own good Pleaſure in me and 
upon me, both as to Duty and Suffering. 

O my Soul, what Return wilt thou make 
for this renewed Favour, this freſn Experi- 
ence of the divine * with thee? O OT 

o 
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to hope, that there is ſomething of a real 
Change wrought upon me; yet it is but in 
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of Mrs. H. HousMAN. 5 
how is it, that thou ſhouldſt manifeſt thyſelf 


thus to: me, and not unto the World ? Even 


ſo, Father, becauſe it ſeemeth good in thy 
Sight, May it engage me to mare humble, 
cloſe walking. let me hot be ſo ungrate- 


ful as I — been under ſuch Enjoymengs! 
Bleſſed be God for the Mercies of this Day. 


SEPTEMBER 16, 1711, 


I am now brought to the End of another 
Week. I have been reviewing the Days paſt, 
and find that the Mercies I have receiy*d have 
been many and great, and ſo have been, my 
Sins, greatly aggravated and multiplied, - 
I have been, this Evening deſirous to pre- 
ſent my Soul and. Body a. living Sacrifice to 
God, hoping he will graciouſly accept me in 
and thro h the great Sacrifice, the Lord my 
Righteou por. the moſt ſerious En- 
quiry into the Ree of my Soul, I ſee ground 


Part. By fad and daily Experience I 88351 
Sin dwells in me; and, Ulefitd be 
find ſomething that oppoſeth it; ſo that hor 0 
doth not go one way. O that I could find 
the Power of Sin weakned, and Grace 
ſtrengthned. This I beg for, this I hope for; 
and — deſire that I might improve the 
approaching Sabbatb for this end; to bring 
me nearer to God, and ſet me at a farther 
Dan from Sin and this World. 1 rejoice, 
B 3 Lord, 


6 A Extras of the Diary 
Lord, in the 2 of thy Day. O pre- 


| 4 4 it. — wax with thee! It 


h been my Defire this Evening to deſcend 
into the Valley of real and deep Humiliation, 


O may I in the Morning of thy Day get up 


into 15 Mount of Meditation ! [ 


Oro BEA 6. 1711. 


Through Divine Goodneſs I am not only 
ſpared to the End of another Day and Week, 
but have enjoyed the Comforts of Life, yea, 
the Tokens of the Preſence of God. At leaſt 
ſometimes : Particularly this Evening. O 
boundleſs Love! 

I have been much pleaſed: with the Fore- 
thought of the approaching Sabbath. Bleſſed 
be God ſor the Return of thoſe Days of the 
Son of Man ! I hope I can call the Sabbath 
my Delight. O may 1 begin thy Day with 
thee, O Lord. I would get up early, and 
walk cloſely with thee, and enjoy much of 
thy Preſence throughout the Day. Lord, 
come in with thy abundant Grace. Smile 
card — in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt. O 

— 5 brought to more near Acquaintance 

roy, 3 my Lord! I have been enabled to 
ſcek him this Evening, and I truſt to give 
up myſelf to him entirely; and he hath gra- 
ciouſly revealed himſelf to me, and made me 
to rejoice in his Preſence, O how great is 
his Goodnels | . ſhall I render ? 


Maker 


had 
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MARC EH 8. 1728. $f 
The Sabbath is near. I would rejoice in 
the Return of it. The laſt Sabbath I was 
confined to my own Houſe. Bleſſed be God, 
I have Hope I ſhall have the Liberty of go- 
ing to the Houſe of God to-morrow. O 
that it may not be a Prize put into the Hand 
of a Fool, that hath no Heart to improve it; 
and that my late Confinement may be ſanctifi- 
ed to the Enlargement of my Soul in thy Ser- 
vice. | 


Nov. 20. 1730. Saturday Evening 7 Clock. 
I am brought thus far thro* another Week. 
I find much Occaſion for Thankfulneſs, not 
only that the great God hath continued the 
uſual Courſe of his Providence, but for ſome 
ſpecial Favours. O may I record the Lo- 
ving-kindnefs of the Lord with all ſuitable 
Love and Devotion. I have till reaſon to 
complain; but have cauſe to bleſs God, that 
things are no worſe with me than they are. In 
the main this hath. been a comfortable Week. 
I have not been wholly left to myſelf : Not 
left to fall into great Sin, nor great Suffer- 
ing. I hope I have not loſt all my Time, 
nor quite neglected my Duty to God or Man. 
I hope I may ſay I have had ſome Hours of 
comfortable Converſe with God. 
To-morrow is the Sabbath. May every 


one be a Foretaſte of my everlaſting one; as 


B 4 one 


38 An Extratt of the Diary 
one of the Days of Heaven to me. Lord, 
make me kn with thy Countenance ; and 
after a few Days Attendance in thy outer 
Courts, may I be admitted within the Veil, 
and make my Aſcriptions, with the reſt of 
the Saints, to him that ſits upon the Throne, 
and to the Lamb for ever and ever. 

I have known the Time, when I usd to 
rejoice upon my having a Sabbath 'in View, 
Upon Saturday Night I could, as it were, _ 
take Leave 1 the World; could meet and 
welcome the Sabbath with a ſort of Gladneſs 
and Triumph; and was uſed to part with it, 
and return to the World on Monday Morn- 

with a ſort of Reluctance. I could and 
did eſteem a Day in God's Courts better than 
a thouſand elſewhere, and had a Pleaſure in 
the Review when the Solemnities were over. 
I could then call the Service of God my De- 
light, and when engaged in it was moſt in 

my Element. How ſtrongly and ſweetly did 

the Bias of my Soul work towards God and 

Religion? I could then from my own Experi- 

ence ſay, As a Bird inthe Air, as the Fiſh in 

the Water is in its Element, ſo is my Soul 
when with its God. O that it were with me 
as in Months paſt! Tune this dull Heart for 
thy Service. By ſome ſpecial Manifeſtations 
of thyſelf to my Soul, and gracious Aſſiſtances, 
endear thy Day and the Work of it to my 


Soul. 
* CHAP. 
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CHAP. Il. 7 
H er Frame and Reflections after e 


Jer 23. 1, 


That have trifled away ſo many Sabbaths, 
have been entruſted with another. In 
the Morning when I awaked, I hope I was 
truly thankful for the Return of the Sabbath; 
and I was deſirous to improve the Prize put 
into my Hands, and made it my Errand at 
the Throne of Grace fot his lifting and AC» 
cepting Preſence. After I had = ſome 
Part of God's Word, I ſet myſelf to get a 
few ſerious. Thoughts ; and they were- led 
firſt to take a View of my preſent State, and 
in what Relation I ſtood to God, I Was ent 
abled to diſcern the Footſteps of the 
upon my Heart, and thar its real Workings 
. were after God and univerſal Holineſs. Me- 
thinks I could moſt feelingly fay, I bom bave 
T in Heaven but thee ! and there is noge' upon 
Earth that I defire like thee. 

When I came to attend upon God in pubs 
lick 'Ordinances, I cannot ſay I was without 
ſome ſerious Deſires and Aﬀections in my firſt 
engaging. Mr. Spilſcury preached : the Word 
came in a moſt lively, convinging manner to 
me; it reached my very Caſe. But in my 
Return home, 1 fel — Touches. Such 
Impreſſions it made, that I cou ſcarce con- 
M B 5 tain 
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10 Extract of the Dary + 
-tain myſelf from the Obſervation of others. I 
made all the haſte I could to retire, that I 
might give myſelf Liberty; and I think I 
never had more ſenſible Impreſſions made up- 
on me. O what was-it! Mr. Spilbury 
preached from Rev. iii. 3. Remember how thou 
haſt heard. I begged theſe Impreſſions might 
not wear off as others had done. It coſt me 
ſome Tears. Lord, leave me not to my 
dark, dead, confus'd, ſtupid, ſenſleſs, hypo- 
critical ſelf ; but give me ſome freſh Strength, 
and let me be under the Effuſions of thy Spi- - 
tit, even the Spirit of Light, Life, and 


. Avus r 5. 1711. 
I have been entruſted with another Sab - 
bath; I cannot but hope, that the Manner of 
"God's Dealings with me of late, as well as this 
Day, is in Mercy. I have not ſuch fre- 
it Diſcoveries of his Love made to my 
Soul, as in Months paſt; yet I would hum- 
| bly hope the Lord is bringing me nearer to 
himſelf, by giving me fome farther Acquaint- 
ance with myſelf. I ſee that I have no 
Righteouſneſs of my own, nor Strength; I 
would therefore take hold of another, and ſay, 
In the Lord have 1 Righteouſneſs and Strength. 
Lord, bring me to an entire Dependance on 
Chriſt for Juſtification; and upon the Spirit 
would I rely for Sanctification. Methinks 
I am loth to return to a vain, cooling, tempt- 
7 81 * $1 | ing, 
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ing; diſtracting World. But, Lord, take me 
by the Hand and lead me in the way I ſhould 
go. Let me never depart from thee. May 
9 fill be progreſſive, till at laſt I ſhall come 
to keep an everlaſting. Sabbath with thyſelf 
above; for which I would be looking and | 


longing, yet patiently waiting, 


Auers 12, 


This Morning I awaked pretty early. 
This I could not but be pleas'd with, and 
thankful for. I renewed the Experience I had 
the laſt Evening of the Preſence of God. I 
hope my Mind was in ſomewhat a ſerious and 
humble Frame. I went to Prayer, to ſeek 
the Preſence of God in the ſecret Duties I was. 
engaging in. Particularly to be directed and 
aſſiſted in the Duty of Meditation But how 
did my Ignorance appear, how weak was my 
Faith, how cool my Love! I ſpent about an 
Hour in the Work ; but I cannot fay m 
Thoughts were engaged and fuitably affected. 

As to my Frame in publick Duties, it was 
bad enough; but yet I hope I was not wholly 
ſtupid, The Word came to my Caſe. 1 
convinced me of my Unprofitableneſs under the 
precious Seaſons I have enjoyed. I was fill. 
ed with ſome preſent Shame; but dare not 
reſolve it ſhall be better in my own Strength. 
J would beg the Word may be ſanCtified, the 
Directions given complied with, and truly and 
duly practiſed. Lord, write thy Word upon my 

Heart, 


\ 


Heart, and help me to treaſure it up, that 1 
may not ſin againſt thee. Iam a poor, un- 
profitable Creature, but yet I hope I can call 
the Sabbath my Delight; and many times I 
am grudging that its Moments paſs too ſwiftly 
on. O] would long for the Dawning of the 
eternal Sabbatb. Come, Lord, bring me 
where [I ſhall ſee thee clearly, and love thee 
perfectly, and enjoy thee fully, without In- 
terruption and Intermiſſion to all Eternity. 


PEE SEPTEMBER 24. 

When I awoke this Morning, I endeavour- 
ed to be thankful for the Return of the Sab- 
bath. But O how lifeleſs was I! I went to 

the Throne of Grace, and thro? Grace I can ſay 
I had a gracious Anſwer. I read ſome Part 
of God's Word, and thro* his Bleſſing it 
proved very quickening. I then attempted 
the Work of Self-Examination ; made uſe of 
ſome Marks Mr. Spil/bury gave of true Faith, | 
and hope I was enabled to ſee ſomething of the | 
Spirit's Work upon my Heart. Bleſſed be | 
his Name! O that he would carry, on the 
Work of Faith by his Almighty Power. 
I :could not get my Heart ſo ſpiritual and 
fixed, as to engage in ſolemn Meditation; 
but in Prayer, I freely own, I had an hum- 
bling Sight of my own Vileneſs, was made 
to mourn in the Senſe of indwelling, Sin, and 
my Delires were drawn out after more Grace, 


8% * 
4 
* : 


of Mrs. H. HouUsMAN. 13 
and Strength to carry me on in the way of 
Duty. 

This Day I kobe been preſod to hold faſb 
what I have received by the Mouth of God's 
faithful Ambaſſador Mr. Spiiſbury. Surely the 
Spirit of God is with him of a Truth, in di- 
recting him to pitch upon ſuch ſuitable Sub- 

jets! He is faithful in diſcharging his Duty, 
_ telling me mine. The Lord reward him 
a thouſand-fold into his own Boſom, for all 
his Labour of Love among us. I hope I can 
find his cloſe Dealing doth endear him to me 
the more. 

Upon the moſt ſcrious Reflection on this 
Day's Experience, I can't but hope I have 
had the Preſence of God with me, and have 
been made to ſay this Evening, the Ways of 
Cod are Ways of Pleaſanineſs, and Paths of 
Peace. 

1 have been this Evening deſirous to cloſe 
the Day with God, and to put myſelf under 
his Protection. Blefſed be God for Sabbaths 
and Goſpel Miniſters. Theſe are dear to me. 
Theſe are the Conduit to convey Grace to my 
Heart. May I by the Streams be led to the 
Fountain, and be brought to have my entarg 
Dependance on Jeſus Chriſt. 

Methinks, I am loth to go down into this 
tempting World; but whilſt J am here, it is 
my Duty to be concerned with it. I would 
have no more to do with it, than what is my 


. . keep me from the Evil of the 
World. 


11 A Extratt of the Diary 
World. I would be daily leaving it in my 


Thought and Affections, and aſcending after 


my glorified Lord. 


8 SEPTEMBER 30. 
This is the laſt Day of tht Month, and 
the firſt of the Week. I hope I have begun 
the Day and Week with God, in the ſincere 
tho* weak Performance of Duty ; and God 
hath not been wanting in his renewed Acts of 
Kindneſs towards me. But O how fhort are 
Sabbath-days ? how ſoon are the precious Mo- 
ments numbred ? _ | 
God made me to taſte this Day a, real 
Sweetneſs in his Service. I fate under his 
Shadow with Delight, and his Word was 
ſweet to my Taſte. They were experienced 
Truths that J heard, viz. That there is a Poſ- 
fibility for Chriſtians to backſlide for a time, 
but not totally; that they ſhall recover 
Strength, and go on more vigorouſly after- 
wards ; and that a Chriſtian hath much Work 
to do in this World. This alſo I find, for 
this Heart of mine will not let me be idle, 
not one Day. I am ready to ſay many times, 
O! if every Day were a Sabbath, then I 
ſhould be well. bas kÞ 


| | OCTOBER 14. 
I have been entruſted with another Sabbath. 
Upon a Reflection J can't but hope I have 
had the Preſence of God, and Aſſiſtance 
„ieee. | from 
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from God, to enable me to be ſincere in the 


main, ſomewhat ſerious and engaged, and at 


ſome times at leaſt enlarged. Bleſſed be God 
for ſomething; when I deſerve nothing but 
to be baniſhed his Preſence, and caſt off for 
ever. In ſetting out this Morning, I was 
under Indiſpoſition of Body; but, thro? abun- 
dant Goodneſs, not wholly incapacitated 
for Duty,tho*it made me go on with Difficulty. 

As to my Attendance upon God in publick 
Ordinances, of late I obſerved this that looks 
like a Token for good, that when I have 
come to engage firſt, God 1s pleaſed to give 
me ſome ſerious, awful Thoughts of the Pre- 
ſence I am in, and the Work I am going a- 
bout, and fills me with ſome humbling Senſe 
of my Unworthineſs and Unprofitableneſs 
under former Mercies. This makes me 
admire at abundant Goodneſs, that gives 
me another Prize. This, I find, excites my 


Deſires after better Improvement. This Day 


I have been exhorted again to hold faſt. I 
bleſs God I was ſomewhat affected under the 
Word. It was preached in a moſt holy and 
cloſe Manner. Sure we have one of the moſt 
able and faithful Miniſters at this Day. O 
that he may meet with more Succeſs! How 
unweariedly doth he go on! and how earneſt 
has he been this Day ! bt 

When I came home from the Publick, and 
retir'd, I could not but be under real Con- 
cern, left this Word ſhould not _— th 


| Is rn Diary 


Heart of thoſe moſt nearly concerned, I 
found my Affections much moved with De- 
ſire after the Succeſs of the Goſpel. The 
Sluggiſbneſs of Profeſſors does grieve me; 
and I Thould more complain of it, were I not 
very guilty myſelf. 

n my Addick at the Throne of Grace in 
ſecret the middle Part of the Day, I found my 
Deſires moſt enlarged in ſeeking for the Ad- 
yancement. of God's Glory, and the Intereſt 
of poor Souls, eſpecially thoſe I am moſt 
nearly concerned with and for. Methought I 
was willing to be, do, or ſuffer any thing to 
promote the Welfare of periſhing Souls. 

Bleſſed be God for this Sabbath. Forgive, 
dear Father, the Sins of the Day. Dear Sa- 
viour, cloath me with thy Righteouſneſs ; I 
dare not appear in my own. When I have 
done all, I am an unprofitable Servant; I 
would therefore fly to Chriſt, and ſee myſelf 
compleat in him. Bleſſed God, I would 
this Evening devote myſelf afreſh to thee. I 
would make thy Work more my Buſineſs than 
ever; would walk more circumſpectly and 
SH I would know thee more, that I 
may love thee better. 


NovERM BER 19. 


Another Sabbath I am come to the Cloſe 
of. .Thro*. Grace, I can call this my dear De- 
light. When I have a Sabbath in Fey — 
* Wü. as it were, leap for Joy. 1 
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ſometimes ſaying « myſelf on Saturday Even- 

ings, © O my Soul, what wouldſt thou now 
77 take for the Enjoyment of the approach- 
ing Day?” and my Heart readily anſwers, 
.o6 Not a thouſand. Pounds, not any thing in 
the World,” And when I come to the 
End of the Day, I would be» Oe to begin 
another. Bleſſed are they L are above! O ä 
when ſhall J join them! _ 

I hope I was enabled to ſet out in the 
Morning in ſome meaſure of Sincerity with 
God. I attempted the great Duty of Medi- 
tation; but what did I j in 2 I 3 
to realize the Preſence of God, and acquaint 
myſelf with him. I would know more of 
him, what he is in himſelf, and what a God 
he hath. been to me; but, to my ſhame, I 
n my Conce prone — ſo lows 
my Apprehenſions were ſo wea confu- 
ſed, I could not but fear I ſinned, and did 
but diſparage his matchleſs Beauty and glori- 
ous Excellencies. O the horrid Darkness of 
my Underſtanding! What a Diſtance hath 
Sin ſet me from God? If to know God be 
eternal Life, then to be deſtitute of the Know- 
ledge of him is eternal Death. O the fad 
Ettects of the Fall of Man, to loſe the Know- 
ledge of God! This, diſmal Effect I know 
by woful Experience, O how bleſſed are the 
Saints above, who are come to the full Viſi- 
on of God ! who ſee him Face to Face, and 


have a transforming Sight of him. Thee 
the 


* 


18 Extras of the Diary 
the Felicity I would be longing and waiting 
for. This is my Encouragement when groan- 
ing under à Senſe of my Ignorance, that God 
hath promiſed i in his Word, Z ſhall know, i 
ve « follow on to know the Lord, Well, 

would reſolve in the Strength of Grace ; I 
Will wait, and pray, and look, and breathe, 
and pant after God. 

As to Publick Ordinances, I bleſs his ho- 
ly Name, my Frame was ſomewhat ſerious 
and comfortable. I heard what true Repen- 
rance is, and would humbly hope I find it in 
ſome degree of Sincerity. - Bleſſed be God 
for the Deſcription, and for any Expe 


rience 
in my Soul. I would be much in the 
Work ; I find daily Cauſe to renew it. I 
would be aſhamed of, and humbled for my 
natural Corruption and Pollution; the Ob- 
duracy of my bro, my Hypocriſy, Unbe- 
lief, Lukewarmneſs in Religion, O my 
Pride of Heart and Life! My Paſſion, World- 
lineſs, lighting of Goſpel-Ordinances, my 
Backwardneſs to good Works, want of Zeal 
for God's Glory, and Unpreparedneſs for 
Afflictions and Death! O may I ſee Sin as 
indeed it is, exceeding ſinful : May I not on- 
ly be deliver'd from the Guilt that binds over 
to Puniſhment, but from the Power and Pol- 
lution of Sin too. I would have no more to 
do. with this accurſed thing, fo contrary and 
abominable to a holy God. I would be any 
thing rather than an unholy Soul, J —_— 
a 


ed a” Lo a ot rod a A. 


uh 


, of Mrs. H. Hos MAN. 19 
a ſinful Soul; but 1 hope thro' Grace a Sin- 
fick Soul. Where ſhould I go then but to 
the Phyſician of Souls, Jeſus CR; — 9 U 


Avus 28. 1715, | 

I have, thro* the abundant Goodneſs of 
God, not only enjoyed another Sabbath, and 
the Liberty of his Houſe, but I hope the To- 
kens of his Preſence with me: I have this 
Day, I humbly hope, been under the Draw- 
ings of his Spirit; have had ſome real Diſ- 
cernings of his glorious Excellencies and in- 
finite Perfections. I have had my Love to 
and L ongings after, him ſomewhat warmly 
drawn out. 7 hope Grace hath been in live- 
ly Exerciſe, Bleſied be God, that thus deals 
with me. He gives me En ment to 
hope in him; nay, enables me to rejoice in 
him. What can I do leſs, ſince I can diſ- 
cern my Intereſt. in him, and can * WP 
Lord, and my God. 


- CH A P. III. 
Her Preparation for the Lord's Supper. 


JANVUVART 30. 1728. 


A PPY Souls, that in time know the 
Worth of Time. Time is the only 
Opportunity we have to provide for an ever- 
laſting State. O now may I be living at 


another ate! I have great Work to do, par- 
ticularly 


20 An Extras of the Diary 
ticularly at this Time. I have a Covenant- 
ing: Seaſon in View. Now I would be lay- 
ing aſide, every Weight, and thoſe Sins which 


moſt eaſily beſet me, that I may engage 


heartily in. Preparation Work. It is Heart- 
Work! Bodily Exerciſe 'profiteth little. 1 
know the Preparation of the Heart is of the 
Lord; I will go to him who is the Heart- 
maker and the Heart-ſearcher, and ſeck for 
Grace and Aſſiſtance. Lord, haſt thou not 
ſaid in thy Word, Go boldly to the Throne of 
Grace, that ye may find Mercy and Grace 10 
belp in time of Need. Bleſſed be God for this 
gracious Word of Encouragement, in which 
thou haſt cauſed thy Servant to hope. Surely 
it is good to draw nigh to God, reſolved to 
hold on this way of Duty, and ſtill hope in 
— Bleſſed are all they that wait for 


| APRIL 4. 1729. 

J have now great Work upon my Hand, 
Covenant-Work. God is calling upon me. 
Up, . ſanttify anrſrif againſt to morrow, for 
pon . the third Day I will do wonders amongſt 
you. Great Work indeed, to get this unſan- 
ctified Heart prepared for the Solemnity be- 
fore it comes. Great Cauſe I have for Shame 
and deep Humiliation, in a Senſe of my 
Breach of Covenant, and Unpreparedneſs for 
the ſolemn Work. Bleſſed be God, we are 
not under the Law, but under Grace, 

of a Cove- 
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a Covenant of Grace; in all things well or- 
derd and ſure. 1 rejoice in the Grace in 
which I ſtand; I will endeavdur to make 
ſure my Covenant -Intereſt in God, and then 
I am ſafe for ever. O Lord, I am and will 
be thine. | | WYiFL GEL) 


Ar RIL 29. 

This Day was our P tion for the 
Lord's Supper. I have been hearing of Chxiſt 
Jeſus, what a Gift he is to thoſe who are his 
People, a free Gift, valuable, full and com- 


prebenſive. He is a Gift of Love, Suitable, 


Seaſonable, Satisfying, and a Laſting one. 
Then we were put upon enquiring, whether 
we had received this Gift; thoſe that have, 
have been made ſenſible of the Need of Chriſt. 
They have ſeen the Fulneſs and Excellency of 
him, and have been made to deſire him, and 
been willing to receive him upon Goſpel 
Terms. Such that have Chriſt, have the 
Spirit of Chriſt, a Spirit of Holineſs, and a 
Spirit of Prayer. Such that have Chriſt, are 
of the ſame Mind that Chriſt was. And ſuch 
as have Chriſt, have earneſt Deſires after 
more Enjoyment of Chriſt here, and are 
longing after the full Enjoyment of him in 
Glory. 

Upon the hearing and mature Deliberation 


hereof, I have good Ground to hope I have 


experienced this in my Soul, But I have great 
Cauſe to lament and be aſhamed that I make 
no 


22 An Extrat! of the Diary 
no more Progreſs, that I am ſtill but a Babe, 
a Dwarf in Grace. O my want of Life, 
Growth, and Activity in Holineſs ! 
CHAP. IV. 
Her Return from the Table of the Lord. 
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APRIL 2. 1710. | 

His hath been a Sacrament Day. I would 
| take notice of and record. for my future 
Encouragement, the Experiences I have had 
this Day of God's anſwering my poor Prayers. 
The Lord made me earneſt with him for his 
Preſence, and this Day I have found him a- 
bundantly aſſiſting me in Duties, and refreſh- 
ing me with his Preſence. . O what did I en- 
Joy at the Throne of Grace and in Meditation ! 
ow ſweet is it to come Hungring and Thirſt- 
ing! Such Souls ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied. 
Have not I Cauſe to ſay, this hath been a 
good Day to my Soul? Every Part of it, 
every Duty hath afforded me great Delight. 
O how good is it to wait upon the Lord! 
What did I enjoy in hearing the Word, and 
at the Table of my Lord? Did not I feel 
Faith and Love, Hope and Joy, and Repen- 
tance, a little in Exerciſe? I did, I humbly 
hope. O may] find it more ſo. Did not my 
Deſires go out moſt ardently after Chriſt ? 
Did I not open my Heart to receive him; 
and did I not find him? The very Mercies of 
this Day are enough to engage me to love 

God for ever. | None 
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None but thoſe who have tried it, can know 
the Delights that attend ſerious Godlineſs. I 
could not but be loth to leave the Ordinances 
and come down. What revived. me moſt, 
was, that I ſhould not leave my Lord behind 
me; but take him along with me. O my 
I keep cloſe to him ! | 

Jux E 4. 1710. 

This hath been a Sacrament- Sabbath; and 
ypon the moſt ſerious, impartial Review, I 
muſt own it hath been thro? free, rich Grace 
a good Day to me. I hope I had the Pre- 
ſence of God in Meditation and Prayer; in 
Publick while hearing the Word; and then at 
his Table I cannot but hope and believe I had 
it; enabling me a little to act Faith, to diſ- 
cern Chriſt: Jeſus, lay hold upon and embrace: 
him as my Lord, and to give up myſelf 
heartily, unreſervedly, reſolvedly and delight- 
fully to be his; his entirely, only, and for 
ever. And tho? I was not raiſed into Rap- 
tures, yet I have enjoyed true, real Comforts, . 
He hath given me Peace in believing... And 
this Evening I have had abundance of Comfort: 
in the Reflection on this Day's Tranſactions and 
Enjoy ments. And to make up the Day, and 
compleat and confirm it to me, God hath gra- 
ciouſly helped me in Meditation. O my Soul, 
what haſt thou taſted? The aſſuring Diſcoveries N 
of God's Love to thee; enabling me to triumph 
in my Intereſt in him, to lay claim to the Pro- 
a and apply then\, ** There is no candem- 
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nation to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus 4 
am perſuuded that ' neither Liſe nor Death— 
Full ſeparate me from the love of God in Chriſt 
Teſus my Lord. None ſhall pluck them out 
ya band.” So that now I can fay thro? 
race with a humble Boldneſs, Come Life, 
come Death, come what will, have heartily 
choſen the Lord to be my Portion, and he ſhall 

bony = ods here and for ever.“ | 
F. PEARSAL, 


Mil Jur. I. 1711. a 
17 his is the Cloſe of a Sacrament Day. 
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O bleſſed Day of the Son of Man; tho'I am 


forced toend it with Complaints as to myſelf, 
Alas, I am a poor, vain, unprofitable Crea- 
ture. I may wonder I am entruſted with ſuch 
another Seaſon of Grace, that have abuſed ſo 
many by my wretched, dull, careleſs, trifling 
Attendance on them. 0 my Soul, what haſt 
thou been doing this Day ! how has my Heart 
been engaged! I hope I can diſcern my Sin- 
cerity in what 1 have been doing; but alas, 


my Frame was far ſhort of what it ſhould be, 
1 deſired it might be. In 
my Approach to the Lord's Table, my 


and what I hope 


Thoughts were ſomewhat fixed, and I hope 


]-was enabled to act Faith a little 3 but alas it | 


Was very weak. I have been renewing my 
Reſolutions, how cloſely I will walk with 


God, how diligent I will be in his Service, 
how "warchful over my own Heart, againſt 


Satan, 
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Satan, Sin and the World. The Lord grant 
may not deceive myſelf by making them irr 
my own Strength, which I know is but 
Weakneſs. I come to thee, Lord ; on thee 
would I rely. I am thine, Lord, ſave me. 

O ſave me from 2 , dark, dead, deceit- 


tal Heart. O e me out of my own 
Hands into thy own 3. then I ſhall be ſafe. 


May 3. 1713. b 
This hath been a Sacrament-Sabbath. In 
the Morning when I firſt awoke, I found my 
Heart under great Diſorders ; dead and dull, 
unfit for ſo ſolemn Work as had before me. 
I was conſcious of unanſwerable Walking 
ſince the laſt time of my renewing my Co- 
venant at the Lord's Table. This filled me 
with Shame, and I hope I had ſomewhat of 
a penitent Frame. Bieſſed be God, I was 
not left wholly ſtupid ; this is what I have 
deſerved, and this is what I dread above all 
Affliction and Judgments in the World. 
God hath appeared gracioufly this Day, in 
ſending his Miniſter with ſo ſeaſonable a 
Word; a Word which proved uſeful to bring 
former Experiences to my Mind. The Sub- 
jet was Peace, that Peace which Chriſt pur- 
chaſed and left with his People, and which 
his Spirit works in the Hearts of Believers ; 
and this as deſcribed, I humbly hope I have 
experienced. The Sweetneſs of the Word 
encouraged me in my farther and nzarer Ap- 
Proaches, 
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26 © An Extract of the Diary 
proaches. Tho“ I was under Diſcourage- 
ment in myſelf, yet the ſerious Conſideration, 
what a God J had to do with, his unchange- 
able Nature, the Stability of the Covenant of 
Grace, the perfect and compleat Righteouſ- 
neſs of Jeſus, the Fulneſs of his Merits, the 
Conſtancy and Prevalence of his Interceſſion, 
emboldned me in going to the Table of the 
Lord. | 

As to my Attendance there, I cannot acquit 
myſelf of vain Thoughts and great Diſorders ; 
but yet I would humbly hope I had ſome Aſ- 
ſiſtance given in. God was pleaſed to appear 
in a very kind and condeſcending Manner to 
me ; I was, I hope, enabled to take Chriſt, 
and all the Benefits purchaſed by his Death I 
could apply to my own Soul as mine. I 
could ſay with a humble Boldneſs, he loved 
me and waſhed me from my Sins in his own 
Blood. Who knows how ſweet this was! 
This freſh Experience filled me with Admi- 
ration, Love and Praiſe. I muſt needs fay, 
God was better to me this Day than my Ex- 
pectations. In the Morning I was ready to 
tear it would prove a loſt Day. I was ſenſi- 
ble I deſerved his Frowns. I was reſolving, 
Let God deal with me how he would, I would 
ſtill juſtify him; but he ſurprized me with his 


Goodneſs, What ſhall I render? I could 


not but be taking up freſh Purpoſes of more 
holy, cloſe walking. Lord, help me to live 
up to my Covenant - Engagements. 

Marcy 
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Max cn 4. 1722. 


Thro' the abundant Goodneſs of God, I. 


have had Liberty to fit down at his Table; 

a Favour I was prevented enjoying the laſt 
Sacramental Seaſon 3 thro? Indiſpoſitions of 
Body, I was kept a Priſoner at -Home: Bleſ- 

ſed be God this Day I have been enlarged ; 
O that I could fay I was ſo in my Soul. 
God has been threatning us by the Indiſpo- 


ſition of our Paſtor, that we ſhould have been 


denied this Ordinance of his Supper ; but he 
has been better than our Fears as well as our 
Deſerts. O my Soul, what hath thy Frame 
been ! with Lamentations I muſt confeſs, not 
fo ſerious, ſo compoſed, ſo enlarged, as it 
ought to have been; for this I defire to be 
humbled : But I humbly hope there have been 
ſome ſerious Deſires and Affections working 


in me; I fate under his Shadow with great 


Delight, My Deſires were after Chriſt, and 
more of Chriſt; more Holineſs, more En- 
Joyment of him, and Communion with him, 
and Conformity to him. To be the Lord's, 
urpoſe of my Soul, and 
by thy Grace 1 will never go back. Lord, 
I have given up my Heart, my All; I ac- 
count this my greateſt Felicity. Do with me 
as beſt pleafeth' thee. Uſe me as an Inſtru- 
ment ſome way or other to carry on thy 
Work and Intereſt. O let me be any thing 
or nothing, ſo God may be glorified. I 

C 2 would 
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23 An Extraft of the Dary 
would have my ſecular Affairs, my private 


Intereſt ſtoop to the Intereſt of a dear Re- 
deemer. 

O dear God and Father, f orgive the Sins 
of this Day for thy dear Son's ſake, thro? 
whom I =.5h With full Purpoſe of Heart 
I would cleave to. the Lord, and ſtill be go- 
ing on from Duty to Duty, from one Degree 
of Grace to another, till I come to my Lord 
in Glory. Oh! there it will be well, and 
not till then ! This i is what I wait, long, and 
would be preparing for. Bleſſed be God for 

a comfortable Hope ! Bleſſed be God for 


Teſus Chriſt !- 


AvcusT.3. 1729. | 

Thro' the great . Goodneſs of God I have 
enjoyed another Sabbath, and this hath: been 
a Sacrament-Sabbath, I have cauſe to be 
humbled in a Senſe of- my undue Approach 
to ſolemn Ordinances ; yet tho* moſt unwor- 
thy, I have hope thro' the Worthineſs and 
Merits of my dear Redeemer. I have. been aſ- 
ſiſted and accepted. Bleſſed be God, I en- 
joyed more Compoſednels of Mind "wh ma- 


ny times. I hope I have had ſome ſpiritual 


Diſcerning of Chriſt Jeſus, and have by 
Faith received him upon Goſpel Terms, and 
been enabled to devote myſelf, my all, en- 
tirely to his Love, Service and Glory. 1 


would Nath, live to his Praiſe, 
JAxv- 


1 
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JANUARY 3. 1731. 
1 have this Day been renewing my Cove- 


nant, and I truſt J am united in the Bonds of 


an everlaſting Covenant. I have often been 
enquiring into the Sincerity of my Love to 
the Lord Jeſus ; been making the Suppoſiti- 
on, that I ſhould be called to forſake all, and 


ſuffer for his Name ſake. It's true, Huſband 


is near, and my dear Child lies. near me. 
But, O my Soul, I have I hope fat down and 
counted the Coſt, and do find upon mature 
Deliberation ; if I ſhould part with Huſband, 
Child, the deareſt Relations, there is enough 
in Chriſt to make up the Loſs of all ; but 


there is nothing in all the World can make 


up the Loſs of Chriſt Jeſus, whom TI love, 
I truſt, above Life itſelf. I know I can of 
myſelt do nothing; ſhould God withdraw 
and leave me; I ſhould ſoon diſhonour him 


and deſert his Service; but I truſt I have 


better Strength engaged for me; his Promiſe 
is, My Grace is ſufficient for thet. This I 
would plead, upon this I would rely in every 
Time of need. May my Faith be of the 
right kind, that Faith which unites the Soul 
to Chriſt the living Head, and I am affured 
he will not ſuffer the leaſt of his Members to 
periſh, - 

O my Soul, refolve to improve the Time 
that is yet allotted thee, in keeping up Commu- 


nion with God, and by freſh Acts of Faith 


C 3 upon 
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upon Chriſt's Fulneſs of Grace, derive from 
him all thou wanteſt, to glorify God by do- 
ing and ſuffering Work. This 1s the Pur- 
poſe of my Heart. O thou Searcher of 
Thoughts, leave me not to my poor, deceit- 
ful, hypocritical ſelf. Let thy Strength be 
glorified in my Weakneſs. O perfect what 
thou haſt begun in me. I truſt, I ſhall be 
kept by thy mighty Power thro? F aith unto 
Salvation. 


CHAP. 7s 
2 er Acknowledgment of God in important 
Affairs. 


DECENHBER 12. 1715. 


HE Providence of God ſeems to be 
calling me to the Alteration of my Con- 
dition in the World. Upon the Proſpect of 
this great Change I have in View, I can't but 
be full of Thought and Concern-how I ſhall be 
duly prepared for it; that ſo I might fill up the 
Place and Relation the Providence of God is 
now diſpoſing me to, with Duty and Uſeful- 
neſs. When I conſider, a new Relation 
brings new Duties, new Trials and Difficul- 
ties with it, yea and new Temptations too, 
I can't but be under (at leaſt ſometimes) great 
Fears how it will be with me. 

I am conſcious to myſelf I have been very 
much wanting in my Duty in ſingle Life; 


how little have I anſwer'd the many Favours 
| conferr*d 
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n conferr'd upon me? I would lie low before 
- God in the Senſe of my Sin and Folly, 
b I have oft ſpread the Caſe before God; 


| begging he would chuſe the Perſon bb, the 
Time when, the Manner how, the Place 
where, I have been encouraged by thoſe that 
are ſerious and judicious, to incline to this as 
the Direction of Providence. I would with 
all Humility accept the divine Diſpoſals, be- 
lieving his diſpoſing Will ought to be regarded 
as his commanding Will, and doth as firmly 
conſtitute my Duty. I bleſs God, it is not 
2 any thing in the World I am aiming at and 
| pleaſing myſelf with, more than what looks 
like the gracious Dealings of God towards me, 

No, I am really afraid of the World, of ha- 

ving much to do with it in my Paſſage throꝰ 

it. As my Day is, ſo let my Strength be. 

O! make good thy Word unto thy Servant 

who is devoted to thy Fear. I have been 
often ſaying, F thou go not with me, carry me 

not bence; and doſt thou ſay, Certainly I will 

be with thee? It is enough, I defire.no more. 

I am now ſetting out in the World, and 

what we call /ettling; but ſtill I look upon 
myſelf and all my Concerns, Relations and 
Enjoyments immediately uncertain, How 

ſoon I may be called out of the World, God 

only knows; I ſtand upon the Brink of an 

awful Eternity. I bleſs God I can think of 
Death with Comfort. The Thoughts of it 

are not terrifying, but oft pleaſing. I can 

"4h rejoice 
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rejoice in Hope of the Glory of God. It is 
very refreſhing to me ſometimes in the midſt 
of the Hurries and Diverſions of this Life, 
to think the Time is coming, when I ſhall be 
perfectly delivered from all theſe Clogs, and 
come to better Enjoyments, and more real 
and fatisfying Pleaſures. But yet I can't but 
fear, leſt the Love of the World ſhould pre- 
vail in me, and things of Time and Senſe in- 
terrupt me in my Chriſtian Courle, and abate 
my Deſires, take off the Edge of my Affecti- 
ons to the things of God and another World, 
Therefore it will be my higheſt Wiſdom and 
indiſpenſable Duty, to be much in Prayer and 
conſtant Watchfulneſs. Theſe are Duties ne- 
ver out of Seaſon, but upon ſome Occaſions 
of more abſolute Neceſſity; and ſuch a Time 
I look upon this. Lord, help me to be 
faithful to the Intereſt of my precious and im- 
mortal Soul, | 
When I conſider how much Duty will lie 
upon me, I am ready to ſay, Ibo is ſufficient 
for theſe Things ? But, Lord, haſt thou not 
faid (O ſpeak it home to my Soul in a ſpe- 
cial Manner at this Time for my Support) 
Fear not, for I am with thee ;, be not diſmayed, 
or I am thy God, I will ſtrengthen thee, &c. 
Lord, it is enough. Lord, I believe, help 
thou my Unbelief. Haſt thou ſpoken, and 
wilt thou not make it good ? Strengthen, O 
God, my weakeſt Faith, Faith in God's, 
Promiſes 
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Promiſes is an excellent Preſervative againſt! 


Fainting in a time of Trial. 

I have Hopes the Perſon I am likely to 
unite with, is one truly fearing God, and 
united to him in the Bonds of the everlaſting 
Covenant. O that we may prove great Bleſ- 
ſings to one another, and mutual Helps to one 
another's Faith and Holineſs, and go Hand 
in Hand in the Ways of God ; praying with 
and for each other alike ; watching over one 
another, exhorting, cautioning, reproving, 
as there is Occaſion, Yea, be Examples of 
Holineſs, Meekneſs, and a becoming Conver- 
fation. Alſo bearing one another's Burthens, 
and be kindly affectioned one to another, as 
is our Duty, and as becometh Chriſtians. 
And if we are faithful in our Duty to God 
and one another, may we not expect the Bleſ- 
ſing of God with us ? It is this that maketh 
rich, and adds no Sorrow with it. May we 
eye God in all that befalls us. If he proſper 
us in the World, may we be humbly thankful, 
and look upon all as Talents, which we 
muſt be accountable for, and endeavour to 
lay out for him. And if he ſhould fee meer 
to exerciſe us with Loſſes, may we learn to 
bear all with becoming Patience and Submiſ- 
ſion to the Will of God, and learn Obedience 
by the things we ſuffer. But it is Time to 
remove my Pen. To all I have here ex- 
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1 2. 1716. 


I have of late by the Providences and Word 
of God been frequently put in mind of 
Death; and the preſent Circumſtances I am 
brought into will kad me into the Valley of 
the Shadow of Death. It is now but a few 
Weeks before thoſe Difficulties will unavoid- 
ably overtake me, that will be great, and may 
end in Death, How ſharp or how long they 
may be, I know not. But this I am aſſured 
of, 1 ſhall need more Strength than my own 
to grapple with them, and much Grace to 
enable me to behave under them. I defire to 
be much in Prayer, and ſpread my Caſe be- 
fore the Lord for Grace to help me in this 
Time of Need. 

To ſome it proves a dying Time; it may 
be fo to me; and this hath ſometimes at 
leaſt put me upon the Enquiry how go Mat- 
ters betwixt God and my Soul! I know it is 
a ſerious and awful Thing to die; but yet I 
bleſs God, upon my moſt ſerious Thoughts of 
it, it hath not look'd terrible. No, as to 
myſelf it looks rather comfortable and defire- 
able to depart and be with Chriſt, Tho? I 
have as affectionate a Yoke-fellow as any, 
yet all I have and all that the World can af- 
ford me, is not ſufficient to make me happy. 
This World is not a Portion for an immortal 
Soul. 1 hope I have choſen Heaven for my 
Inheritance, and there I long to be, 1 _ 
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God 1 am not afraid ſo much of Death as 
dying. | 


If it ſhall pleaſe God to give me a living 


Child, I would with all Humility and Thank- 


fulneſs devote it to him, and reſolve, his Grace 
enabling, to bring it up in the Nurture and 


Fear of God, and beg it may be ſanctified 


from the Womb, ef 
H. HovsMan. 


MARC EH S. 1724. 
The Providence of God hath gnce more 
brought me into a Child-bearing dition, 


This is, I muſt own, almoſt beyond my Ex- 


pectations, and I believe the Expectations of 
my Friends. But God's Thoughts are not 
as ours. The infinitely wiſe and gracious God 
hath ſeen meet to give and take our Creature- 
Comforts, and the laſt Time prevented our 


Enjoyment of a living Child; at once diſ- 


appointed our Hopes, and cut off our Expe- 
ations, which was a great Trial to our weak 
Graces, I would call to mind the Experi- 
ence I then. had of ſeaſonable Supports. I 
could juſtify God in all his Proceedings, and 
was deſirous to know wherefore God did thus. 
contend with us; and ſometimes was ready to 
hope he was by that Method bringing me 
nearer to himſelf, which his infinite Wiſdom 
faw could not be effected ſo well any other 
way ; and ſuch Thoughts were very quiet- 
ing and ſupporting to me, God's de'ay- 

| | | ing 
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ing to give me Power to conceive again ſo 
Jong, made me almoſt give over expecting 
ſuch a Blefling. I would humbly hope we 
were brought to a chearful Submiſſion to the 
divine Diſpoſals. How God will deal with 
us further is known only to himſelf ; but to 
get prepared for, and reſigned to the Will of 
God, .is our indiſpenſable Duty. 
Since I have been in my preſent Circum- 
ſtances, I have had greater Diſorders than I 
ever had before in the like State; which hath 
often cauſed Fears to ariſe in my Mind. But, 
bleſſed be God! I have been ſupported, and 
muſt fet up my Ebenezer, and fay, Hitherto the 
Lord hath helped me. I. know his Power is 
infinite, and his Compaſſions fail not. It is 
all one to him to ſave in great Difficulties as 
in ſmall. But my Sins may cauſe me to fear 
he ſhould with-hold delivering Mercy. Sure- 
Iy then it doth become me to humble myſelf, 
and renew my Repentance for Sin. And here 
J can't but pray, O that all the Sorrows I ei- 
ther have or may feel, which are the ſad Ef- 
fects of Sin, may increaſe my Hatred of it, and 
- cauſe me to depart from it. 
I have been afraid of entertaining pleaſing 
Thoughts of a living Child, leſt I ſhould 
meet with a Diſappointment again; but have 
been inclined to fear the worſt, that I might 
be prepared for it, But if it ſhould pleaſe 
God to prevent us with his Goodneſs, and 
make me the living Mother of a living Child, 
my 
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my earneſt Deſire is, to reſign it to the Lord, 
to be his; and J hope I have been enabled to 
do it now, even whilft it is in the Womb; 
knowing not if ever I ſhall have Opportunity 
to do it when it is born; or, it may not live, 
as my laſt did not. It hath, I believe, re- 
ceived an immortal Soul, that muſt live 
ſomewhere for ever, and is at preſent incapa- 
ble of acting for itſelf. The Security of its 
Intereſt in. the Covenant of Grace, muſt de- 
pend upon the Faithfulneſs of the Parents. 

May I riot fear how I ſhall receive a living 
Child? I would receive ſuch a Favour with 
all Humility and Thankfulneſs ; and endea- 
vour to watch againſt inordinate Affections, 
leſt I ſhould provoke God to remove it, or 
make it a Croſs. O that God would give 
us Supplies of Grace and a Sufficiency! 


| MAR c H 28. 1724. 

God hath begun to be gracious; hath in 
one reſpect heard and anſwer'd our Prayers, 
in preſerving my dear Spouſe in his late Jour- 
ney to London. Carried him out in Safety, 
oreſer ved him and me, when fo far diſtant, 
and brought him Home in Safety, ſo that we 
have had a Meeting to our mutual Pleaſure. 
To God, to God alone, be all the Glory ! 
Shall we not hence take Encouragement 
to hope for further Anſwers to our Prayers ? 
I am yet in the Expectation of a Time of 
Difficulty. I would endeayour to keep up 


my 


my Hope and Truſt in God, the God of Sal- 
vation, and not give way to unreaſonable De- 
jections; but go on in the way of Duty, ho- 
ping in his Mercy; ſtill caſting my Care 
upon God. Let the Lord do what he will 
with me, I will love him and cleave to him 
ſtill. Tho? he ſlay me, yet will J truſt in 
him. Tho? I paſs thro' the Valley of the 
Shadow of Death, I will fear no Evil, becauſe 
the Lord is and will be with me. He hath 
faid (and he will make his own Word of Pro- 
miſe good) I will never leave thee nor for/ake 
thee. | 

I pray I may have Grace in lively Ex- 
erciſe ; that ſo I may not diſhonour God, nor 
grieve my Friends, nor diſcredit my Profeſ- 
ion under my Difficulties. | 


CH AP.-- VI. 
Her Examinations of Herſelf. 


AUGUST 9. 1711. 
HIS hath been a Market-Day and 


Lecture- Day. I have had an Oppor- 
tunity of attending in the Houfe of God, I 


have heard that Chriſt Jeſus is the bright and 
morning Star. Have been exhorted to come 
to Chriſt for Light, the Light of true ſaving 
Knowledge and Grace. Yea, I have heard 
that it is Chriſt that doth work Peace and 
Conſolation in the Hearts of true Believers ; 


and how we may diſtinguiſh between the 
N Peace 
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Peace that Hypocrites have ſometimes, and 
that which is wrought in the Souls of true 
Believers by the Spirit of God. 

1. That which is wrought by the Spirit 
is of longer Continuance; but that which the 
Hypocrite has, is like a Flaſh of Lightning, 
it is gone again preſently. 

2. The Conſolation which the Spirit works, 
doth humble the Soul, and make it to lie low 
before the Lord. | 

3. This true Peace is ordinarily the Effect 
of much Repentance, Humiliation, earneſt 
Prayer to God, and cloſe Walk with God. 

- Theſe Trials I have heard, and dare not 
r deny but I find Reaſon to hope they do, in 
l ſome meaſure of Sincerity at leaſt, agree witn 
the Experience of my own Soul ; and there- 
fore I would turn them into Evidences, to 
confirm my Faith and increaſe my Joy in 
the Lord, Lord, aſſiſt me to evidence the 
Truth of Grace by the Increaſe of it. This 
is what I long after, to be progreſſive in the 
Ways of God. en] 


_ OcToBER 7. 1711. 


I have this Day been highly favoured, I 
have had the Liberty of God's Houſe, and 
ſure the Help of the moſt ſerious, faithful, 
judicious, plain, cloſe Miniſter, dear, dear 
Mr. Spil/bury, that ever People had. He 
hath been to Day upon a Uſe of Examinati- 
on, Whether we are likely to hold a 
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hold out. I would here remark ſomething 
of the Particulars, that hereafter I may have 
recourſe to them. 

1. If we are thoſe that find; in ourſelves 
real Deſires, and thoſe increaſing in us, after 
Chriſt Jeſus. 

2. When we can find our Love to and 
Delight in Goſpel Ordinances increaſing. 
3. If we find our Love? Deſires and Af- 
fections decreaſing towards the World; that 
we are more indifferent to the World, and 
that we go on in the Work of Self. denial. 

4. When a Perſon doth increaſe in a Senſe 
of his own Weakneſs and Inſanicieney to 
ſtand of himſelf. 

5. When the Failings of other Profeſſors 

do not incline us to cenſure them, but ſuſpect 
ourſelves. When hereupon we are more 
careful to enquire into ourſelves ; and u 
ſeeing others loſe their hold, we are made 
more careful to lay hold on Jeſus Chriſt. 
6. When Profeſſors increaſe in their ear- 
neſt Prayer for ſtrengthning and perſevering 
Grace. 
F. It is a hopeful Sign, when Perſons in- 
creaſe in their Hatred of Sin, and Watchful- 
neſs againſt it. It is the cautious Chriſtian, 
that is likely to hold faſt. 

O my Soul, how is it with thee, with re- 
ſpect to theſe things? I dare not deny but in 
the hearing they came cloſe to me; not only 
as what did nearly concern me, but I would 

humbly 
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humbly hope what I could find in ſome 
meaſure of Sincerity agree with the Experi- 
ence of my Soul. And 1 have not only 
pray d before but ſince, that I might be able 
to diſcern my real Caſe, and alſo compared 
my Heart with the Word, and thro? Grace 
can take Comfort in them, and Encourage- 
ment from them. 


OcTOBER 30. 1711. 

This Evening I have been employing my- 
ſelf in the Work of Examination, 1 hope I 
have been impartial, and muſt entertain ſome 
good Hope thro* Grace, tht I am a ſincere 
tho* a weak Chriſtian. I have been enqui- 
ring into my Knowledge to diſcern the Lord's 
Body in the Sacrament, and into the Notion 
I = of the Nature of the Ordinance, and 
the Advantage of it to thoſe that come duly 
prepared; how it is deſigned to confirm and 
increaſe Faith, and flame our Love, and 
comfort the Soul. But alas, I find my Ap- 
prehenſions of ſpiritual Things are dark and 
confuſed; yet I dare not deny ſome Ac- 
quaintance with theſe awful Myſteries, I 


would comprehend with all the Saints, the 
| breadth, the length, the heighth and depth 


of the Love of Chriſt. This Scripture hath 
been much in my Thoughts, 27 ſhall know, 
if ye follow on to know the Lord. 

But mere Knowledge is not ſufficient. 1 


muſt alſo have Faith to feed upon * 
| ut 
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But, O my Soul, where is thy Faith? When 
at any time I come to enquire into this Grace, 
I find great Cauſe to cry, Lord, help my Un- 
belief. Yet I hope I can believe on an un- 
ſeen Jeſus, and do make my Application to 
him for a Supply out of his Fulneſs. I have 
-had ſome ſuch Experience, that I could not 
doubt the Truth of Faith. But yet find ſtill 
Cauſe to cry,, Lord, increaſe my Faith. O! 1 
find believing the hardeſt Work in the 
World. 

I have alſo made ſome Enquiry into my 

Love to my Lord. And tho? I find Cauſe 
to be aſhamed that I can love him no more, 
-yet I humbly hope I can diſcern ſomething 
of the Sincerity of this Grace, I hope I 
can ſay the Defire of my Soul is towards God, 
and 'my Delight is in God and Holineſs. I 
hope he hath the Supremacy of my I ove. 
I can ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Ibom have I in 
Heaven but thee! and there is none upon Earth 
that I defire like thee. I hope I can find, that 
Chriſt is precious beyond Compariſon or Com- 
petition z that I count all things but Loſs for 
the Excellency of the Knowledge of Cbriſt Feſus 
my Lord. He is in my Eye the Pearl of 
Price, the Chiefeſt among ten Thouſand, altoge- 
ther lovely. This alſo I find in me, a fixed 
| Reſolution to part with all, rather than with 

Chriſt. Tho? I could part with all rather 
than with Life, yet I find Cauſe to hope 
thro* Grace, I ſhould let go Life 1 
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than Chriſt, whom I love above Life. I 


would humbly: hope my Love is in ſome 
good meaſure practical. I do count his 


'Yoke eaſy, his Burthen light, and none of 


his Commandments grievous. I hope I find 


his Love ſomewhat conſtraining to Duties of 


Self-denial. I love the People of God. 1 
can love that Soul which bears the divine 
Image, and that according to the Degree of 
Grace I can diſcern in any. Nay, if I ne- 
ver ſaw them, but only heard of them, I 
find my Affections going after them. I am 
aſhamed I can love thee no more. My 
Comfort is, that I would love thee, that 1 


long to love thee, even as thou wouldeſt be 


loved. O blow this Spark into a Flame, and 


grant that my univerſal Obedience may prove 


the Sincerity of my Love. 


I have alſo ſearched into m y Repentance. 
A Sinner ſad Experience celleth me I am, 


and by Sin expoſed to the Wrath of God; 
but I humbly hope I have been made to ſee 
a great Evil in Sin; that I have felt it to be 


my greateſt Burthen, have been and daily am 


weary and heavy laden under the Senſe of 


Sin; the Guilt, Pollution, Power, yea the 
very Being of Sin is my real Burthen. I 


think I hate it, as it is contrary to the Na- 


ture of God, and his Law, and my own 


Happineſs, which conſiſts in Conformity to 
God and Enjoyment of him. And the Ap- 
of pardoning Love thro' a dear 

| Redeemer, 
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Redeemer, doth almoſt melt my Heart into 
| godly Sorrow. O! to ſin agatnſt a God of 
infinite Love and Goodneſsf this doth at 
leaſt ſometimes. wound me. I find further 
Cauſe to hope my Repentance ſincere, be- 
cauſe I find in me a fixed Reſolution of better 
Obedience. 
As to my Obedience, I have endeavoured 
to enquire into it, and I muſt own that I find 
it to be very lame and defective; but yet 
upon the moſt ſerious and impartial Thoughts, 
I dare not deny but my Aims and Care are 
do be faithful and univerfal in my walking. 

I humbly hope I endeavour to make the 
Will of God my Law, his Word my Rule, 
and I would — the Glory of God my End 
in all 1 do. I can't find that I allow myſelf 
in the Commiſſion of any knoyyn Sin, or in 
the Omiſſion of any known Duty. I have 
the Teſtimony of my Con{ience, that in 
Simplicity and godly Sincerity, Sc. I hope 
my Cloſet and the Family, my Shop and Afſ- 
. as well as the publick Aſſemblies of 
God's People, can bear me witneſs, that not- 
withſtanding my unallowed Failings, I do en- 
dea vour to walk in all the Commandments 
of the Lord blameleſs. 

I can truly ſay, I am willing to know my 
Duty that I may do it; and am, I hope, 
thankful for Inſtruction and Reproof too; 
and do account them my beſt Friends that 
deal moſt nn with me. 8 

a 
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1 had much rather obey perfectly, than 
have a Diſpenſation to break any of the ho- 
ly and righteous Laws of God. 1 dare ap- 
peal to the Searcher of Hearts, that my Sins 
of Infirmity are my daily Burthen; and I da 
pray for daily Supplies of Grace with a real 
Senſe of my Wants; yet I am never more 
in earneſt than when I pray for more Grace 
to do the Will of God. IW. 

I hope it is really thus with me; but, O 
gracious Father, let me not be deceived. Q 
diſcover to me the worſt of myſelf. FF 


1. SEPTEMBER 27. 1713. 

This Day I have been put upon the Ex- 
amination of my Repentance; and upon the 
ſtricteſt Search I can make, I find good 
Ground to hope I have ſincerely repented of 
Sin. I hope I have the Teſtimony of my 
Conſcience, that it is with me as follows. 
I hope I have been made to ſee the evil Na- 
ture of Sin ; that it is in itſelf exceeding ſin · 
ful, and my own Sinfulneſs. I deſire that 
all my Sin may be diſcovered to me. 1 
hope alſo that Sin is my greateſt Burthen. 


I hope I can bear a Reproof; and when at 


any time I meet with it, 1 do not ſeek to 
excuſe or extenuate my Sins, | but do aggra- 
vate them before the Lord. I hope my 
daily Practice witneſſeth for me, that I en- 
deavour to leave all Sin both in Heart and 
Life; and I hope the true Ground and * 

o 


* 
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ſon of my leaving Sin, is, becauſe of the 
evil Nature of it, as it is contrary to God, 
and oppoſeth my own true Happineſs. My 
hearty Deſire is to leave Sin, not only for a 
time but for ever. The Remainders of Sin 
are what I am daily groaning under, and long 
to be delivered from. I am frequently cry- 
ing out in the Bitterneſs of my Soul, ben, 
Lord, ſhall it once be? I am really afraid of 
Temptations to Sin. I find alſo, that I 
love Holineſs above all things elſe in the 
World: This is what I am aiming at 
and preſſing after. I long to attain perfect 
Holineſs, accounting that to be | Prot 
Happineſs. 

"Bleſſed be God for what he hath done 
for my Soul. As I find by fad Experience 
that 1 am a ſinful Creature, I would bleſs 
God that I am a repenting Sinner, But 
dare not depend upon that for the Favour 
of God here and hereafter, but only on the 

Merits of Jeſus. 1 may take the Comfort 
of, but by no means ep yy der my Re- 
* 


64 10 14 29. 1913, 


This Day I have had another Call to come 
to Chriſt, and have been put upon the ſe- 
rious Enquiry, whether I have done ſo in 
a ſaving Manner. And this Evening I have 
ſpent a few Thoughts about it. After ear- 


wy Prayer to God, the Searcher of _—_ | 
that 
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that he would be pleaſed to diſcover to me 


. the Truth of my State, and not ſuffer me to 


be deceived in a Matter of ſo great Concern 
to me, I find ground to hope the following 
Particulars do agree with the Experience of 
my own Soul. 

1. That I have been made weary and hea- 
vy laden with a Senſe of Sin, and heartily 
willing to accept his gracious Invitation to 
come to him, 

2. I have been enabled, through divine 
Gaopes to forſake Sin both in Heart and 

ife. 

3. I have been made to deſire after Chriſt 
before all the World. I hope I do really 
find that Chriſt is in my Eye the Pearl of 
great Price, and that I can part with all that 
is dear to me for Chriſt, 

4. 1 have been enabled ſeriouſly and ſo- 


lemnly to devote myſelf to God. The 


Lord knows the folemn Tranſactions that 
have paſs'd between him and my Soul in 
ſecret, 

5, I do endeavour, though I come ſhort. 
in my Attainments, to walk cloſely with God 
in the way of Duty; that I find nothing in 
all the World fo ſweet and ſatisfying to me, 
as Communion with God in his Ordinances, . 
Thus I hope it is really with me, in ſome 
meaſure of Sincerity, To God, to God-be 
all the Praiſe, 


H. PEARS A Ty 
CHAP, 
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CHAP. VII. 


Covenant Tranſaction. 


SEPTEMBER 28. 1711, 


Find great Cauſe frequently to ſet a lit- 
: tle Time apart to humble myſelf in ſecret 
before the Lord ; and this Day I have ſpent 
a few Hours in the Work. I have been re- 
flecting how I have ſpent the Time, and 
what my Frame hath been, I hope my 
Aims were to get more Acquaintance with 
myſelf, my God and my Duty. 

The former part of the Day, I found my 
Heart in a dull Frame, but little affected 


| with my State in the general, and what I was 


power to employ myſelf in. Methought 
was afraid to engage in the Work ; but 
” T could find ſincere Deſires and Kian ; 
therefore made uſe of my then preſent 


Dulneſs, to put me on to the Work, in 


point of Neceſſity; and when I came to en- 
gage actually in the ſolemn Work, I would 
humbly hope I met with divine Aſſiſtance, 
J was enabled to get ſome awful, ſerious 
Thoughts of the Preſence I was in, and the 
Work I was going about: I was made to ſee 
ſomething more of my own exceeding Sinful- 
neſs, than I can ordinarily. How did the 


Wan nc of Grace and the Strength-of Cor- 
ruption 


H er 2 Seaſons for Humiliation and 
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ruption appear in me! I hope I was in ſome 
meaſure humbled and grieved; and could, I 
hope, hate Sin and loath myſelf for it. 

After I had ſpent ſome time in looking 
into myſelf, and viewing my Heart and Lite, 
I went to Prayer. And here I would ſay, 
Bleſſed be God for appointing fuch a Duty 
as ſecret Prayer. I would look upon it not 
only as my Duty, but my higheſt Privi- 
lege, to have a God to go to, to pour out 
myſelf and open my Caſe and ſpread my Com- 
plaints before him. ML 77 | 

I woult humbly hope, I had divine and 
abundant Aſſiſtance in the Duty. God was 
pleaſed to give me ſome Senſe of my natural 
Pollution, and my many actual Sins. The 
Sins of my Youth were bitter to me. I 
think I could heartily lament my Loſs of 
Time; my finning againſt Convictions and 
Reſolutions, yea, my own, Prayers and Co- 
venant Engagements; yea, my Backſlidings 
and careleſs, looſe, indifferent Walking. 
Through Grace 1 had not only a Senſe of 
my Sin, but of the only Remedy, Chriſt Je- 
ſus, the Lord my Righteouſneſs, in whom 
only I have hope. With what Earneſtneſs of 
Soul was I made to go out after him! Sure 
they were real Hungrings and Thirſtings af- 
ter Chriſt, 1 think, if ever I was in good 
earneſt in my Deſires, I was then. I was 
made to renounce all Hopes and Confidence 
in any other ;* to ſee them Phyſicians of no 
D Value, 


* 
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Value, but Dung and Droſs, and thereupon 
to venture myſelf in his Hand; defirous 
that he ſhould fulfil his own good Pleaſure 
in me and upon me, and diſpoſe of me, 
as he in his infinite Grace and Wiſdom and 
Fisithfulneſs ſaw meet. | 
I record this ſolemn Tranſaction, that I 
may have recourſe to it for. my Comfort in 
times of need. I will believe that I had di- 
vine Aſſiſtance in this Work, and more 
Strength than my own. Lord, TI would 
live as thine; keep me cloſe to thee. *I 
have a Bent to backſlide ; but I truſt I have 
ut myſelf out of my own keeping, and 
that 1 am in ſafe Hands, in the Hands of my 
mighty Redeemer ; and he hath told me 
that none ſhall pluck me out of his Hand. 
I would ſay, Bleſſed be God that gave me 
this Opportunity, and inclined me to embrace it. 
O what Encouragement doth he give me to be 


| | mana Lord thou haſt = Heart and Hand. 
| - PEARSALL, 


OCTOBER 17, 1711. 


This hath been a Humiliation- Day. Bleſ- | 
Fed be God for ſuch Seaſons, I am ſure I 
have great Reaſon to employ myſelf in Hu- 
miliation-Work. In the Morning I was pur- 
poſing to be doing ſomething in my ſecret 
Daties, But I know not how it was; I hope 
1 was ſincere, but not-ſo engaged as I would 


and ſhould * But this is my Support under 
Straitneſs, 
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Straitneſs; that my God knows not only what 
I am, but what I Land be; and that it is not 


pleaſing to me to have it thus; but on the 


contrary I am glad, When I can find 4 little 
Warmth, 


As to my Attendance on public Ordi- 
nances, I dare not deny but I met with abun- 
dant Afiftance, Thoſe few Moments I was 


there before the Miniſter began, I was ena. 


bled to get a few ſerious Thoughts, and I was 
filled with a Senſe of my own Vileneſs ; and 
in Prayer I would humbly hope I was made 
to lie low before the Lord. I think if I 
know any thing of my ownſelf, I was truly 
affected, and ſomewhat livelily engaged in the 
Work, and I found in me a real Concern for 
God's Glory and the Intereſt of his Church, 
I think his Intereſt more dear to me than 
formerly it hath been; and from the Work 
I hope I ſhall be encouraged to Prayer. I 


would farther hope I have had the Tokens 


of his Preſence this Evening, as I was deſi- 
rous to cloſe the Day with God, and renew 
my Humiliation. ' Bleſſed be God for this 


Day's Mercies! O may I live up to them, 


and be brought nearer to thee, and qualified 
to recelye more Bleſſings from thee. 


 JawnvaARY I. 1712. 7 


I have been purpoſing to ſet this, Day a- 
part to make ſome Reflections upon the paſt 
Year, and enquire into the Sins of it, that [ 


D 2 | might 
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might renew my Repentance and Reſolutions 
for a more holy and cloſe walking for time to 
come; to preſs my Soul with the Obligations 
J lie under, and to ſhame myſelf in the Senſe 
of my ſhort Comings and low Attainments, 
upon comparing the Means and Advantages 
I have had for my Growth in Grace with 
what I am and what I have done for God, 
my own Soul, or the Souls of others. 
If I go about to enumerate my Sins (of 
the laſt Yar) in Thought, Word and Deed, 
TI find they are more than the Hairs of my 
Head, they eannot be numbred. But how 
many have I forgot! How many upon Re- 
cord which I have let flip and not obſerved ! 
And O the aggravating Circumſtances my 
Sins have been attended with ! many of them 
have been committed againft Light, the 
. Checks of my own Conſcience, and frequent 
* Warnings from God. Yea, contrary to my 
Profeſſion and Experiences; and againſt many 
8383 Mercies 1 have received, and ſtrong 
bligations to love and ſerve the Lord. Tea, 
againſt my .own Purpoſes, and, I thought, 
Autere Reſolutions of a more holy Walk. 
Then, as to temporal and civil Affairs, 
how have I come ſhort! fooliſh Words, 
and raſh Actions! I have failed in my rela- 


tive Duty. How many awakening Sermons 


have 1 heard the Year paſt, which I have 
loſt ! How many Offers of Grace have I been 
l entruſted with! How many awful Providen- 

| | | ces 
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ces have I ſeen and heard of, that have been} 
loſt upon me? O Lord, I am aſhamed, 
to me belongs Confuſion of Face. If God 
ſhould condemn me and caſt me off for ever, 
cannot but on his Juſtice. But I fly to 


the Lord Jefus, the Lord my Righteouſneſs. 
And now, O my Soul, thou haſt been ac- 


Eknowledging thy Sins and begging Forgive- 


neſs, wilt thou not by the Grace and Strength 
of God, reſolve to watch and ſtrive againſt 
Sin, and forſake it too! Yea, I would ſet my 
Reſolutions, not only againſt Sin, but for 
Holineſs. But how oft have I mocked God, 
and been deceiving myſelf with formal and 
faint Purpoſes? How oft are my good Re- 
ſolutions like the Morning Cloud and early 
Dew, that paſſeth away? When a Tempta- 
tion hath come, how have I diſcovered my 


Weakneſs? In a Senſe hereof 1 would more 


humbly and entirely depend upon the Grace 
of Chriſt; in vain do I reſolve without the 
Aſſiſtance of his mighty Power, to ſtrength- 
en my Heart and Hands. The Fleſh is ſo 
frail, the Enemy is ſo ſubtle and potent, the 
Snares of the World ſo many, remaining 
Corruptions ſo ſtrong; my Heart is ſo de- 
ceitful, the Rule I am to walk by ſo ſtrict, 
ſpiritual and extenſive, and there are ſo many 
difficult Duties incumbent upon me, that I 
may well ſuſpe& myſelf. Such Humility and 
Caution is every where ſo needful; ſuch 
Work I daily make for Repentance, and 

; _ ſuch - 
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ſuch Occaſion I have for Thankfulneſs in 
every State and Condition; and Perſeverance 
is ſo abſolutely neceſſary, notwithſtanding 
ſo many Hindrances in my way either enti- 
eing or afirightning me from Duty, that if 
God had not promiſed that his Grace ſhould 
be ſufficient, and that I ſhall not be tempt- 
ed above what I am able to bear, I ſhould 
utterly deſpair of making good what I have 
now been reſolving. 

O moſt Bleſſed and Glorious Trinity, Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, thy Favour is 
better than Life. I give up myſelf to thee 
as my King and my God, to rule and ſan- 
ctify me now, and to be my everlaſting Por- 
tion. I deſire to be my own no longer. 
Accept what is thine own, At all Times 
and in all Conditions, I would be at thy Diſ- 
poſal; deliberately reſolving to walk before 
thee in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs all the 
Days of my Life. O Bleſſed Jeſus, I ac-' 
knowledge thee my Prophet, Prieſt and King. 
My Sacrifice, my. Surety and my Ranſom, 
to ſatisfy for my Sins, to inſtruct me in the 
divine Will, to teach me the Myſteries of 
thy Kingdom. I defire to take thy Yoke 

upon me, which is eaſy, and thy Burthen 
Which is light. O God the Holy Ghoſt, I 
take thee to be my great Teacher and San- 


'. Etifier. By thee I have been convinced of 


Sin againſt the Law of God, and the Goſ- 


bel et Chriſt, and of the Neceſſity of his 
Merits 


n. 
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Merits and Righteouſneſs for the Juſtifica- 
tion of my guilty Soul. O Bleſſed Spirit, 
enlighten my Eyes, purify my Heart, and 
do thou witneſs to me alſo, I have given 
myſelf to be the Lord's in a way of Cove- 
nant ; but diſtruſting myſelf, I give up-my- 
ſelf entirely to the Conduct of thy Grace, I 
call Heaven and Earth, O Lord, to witneſs 
this Day, that I own and avow this to be 
my Mind and the ſettled, Purpoſe of my 
Soul. This I confirm without any Excep- 
tions, | | 


H. PEARSALL.' 


AucvusT 31. 1713. | 
I have been ſetting a little Time apart 
this Day to ſeek God, to humble mylſelt be- 


fore him, being in ſome meaſure ſenſible of 


my Want of Life and Growth in Grace and 
Holineſs, and find my Heart bent to back- 
ſide, my Affections apt to flag; and being 

convinced that this is a likely way to en- 
gage the Preſence of God, yea, and having 
had many ſweet Experiences of God's hear- 
ing my. poor Prayers, I have great Encou- 


ragement to the Work. 


I confeſſed Sin for ſome time, but it was 
but in an ordinary Manner, as at other 
times; but afterwards my Heart began to 
thaw, and God was pleaſed to break in upon 
my dark, dead Soul, and made me to ſee 


Sin to be exceeding ſinful. My original 
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Sin did lay me low; and then my actual 


Sins with all their aggravating Circumſtan- 
ces, how many and great did they appear 
How vile did 1 appear in my own Eyes! 
cannot expreſs what Convictions were made 
upon my Mind ; but I believe they were 
ſuch as came from the Spirit of God. Such 
a Sight I had of my Sinfulneſs, I find im- 
poſſible to get when | will, Who can melt 


and break a hard Heart, but Omnipotent 


Grace? and that can. To find myſelf out 


of Hell, filled me with Admiration. O never 


a oor Soul more beholden to free Grace 


could be hard. 


than I. A Senſe of my Ingratitude laid me 


low at: his Feet. Bot this was my Support, 
that Zeſus-is able and willing to ſave lo the 


ultermoſt, all that come to God through bim. 


.  O! T'would not for all the World that Verſe 
Were out of the Bible. How did the exceed- 


ing Riches of his Grace appear towards me 


When I come to Heaven, I ſhall have as 
much Cauſe to ſet the Crown of Glory upon 


the Head of free Grace, as ever poor Crea- 
ture had. And 1 have Cauſe to believe, it 


will ſhine forth in me with as much Splen- 


dor as in any. | 
The Senſe of my Vileneſs made Chriſt ap- 


pear exceeding precious to me. I hope [ 
was enabled to lay hold on him with the 
lively Actings of Faith. I thought no Terms 


CHAP. 


* 
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CH AP. VII. 
Her Frame under Aflictions. 


Jux E 27. 1720. 


T is two Years ſince it pleaſed the inft- 

nitely. wiſe and good God to remove my 
dear Foſeph. I have had many warm, mo- 
ving Thoughts working in me theſe few 
Days paſt; thoſe that have been humbling 
and quickning, and thoſe that have excited 
Thankfulneſs towards that God that ſuppor- 
ted me under that Trial. A Trial indeed 
it was, the greateſt I may ſay that Jever 
felt. May I not ſay, I had fainted unleſs 
J had believed! What I then taſted-I hope 
hath ſtrongly obliged me to love the Lord; 
and confirmed my Hope that he is my God, 
my Covenant God, I hope I have been ena- 
bled to juſtify and acknowledge his Sove- 
reignty in all his Dealings; and am not 
without hope, that his Dealings were Mer- 
cy, Love and Faithfulneſs to me. I hope 
the ſincere Deſire of my Soul is to think well 
of all that God doth, and would fin have 
my Will entirely reſigned to the whole Will 
of God, concerning me and mine. 

Senſible I would be, but not dejected, and 
by no means ſullen; that would put more Bit- 
terneſs into the Cup. God hath many Ar- 
rows in his Quiver ; and he can heat the Fur- 

D 5 nace 
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nace ſeven times hotter ; and again and again 
ſeven times hotter, till he hath conſumed us. 
And if he. ſhould do fo, ſtill we may ſay, 
be puniſhes us leſs than our Iniquities deſerve. 
J would humbly. hope my Defire hath been 
and ftill is with Aaron io hold my peace, If 
God may be ſanctified, I would be ſatisfied. 
If God may have Glory from afffictive Pro- 
vidences, I have nothing to ſay againſt them. 
1 hope it is both our earneſt Deſire to im- 
prove the Providences of God; for it is a 
| great Loſs, not to be made better by them. 
I do believe there are many Leſſons to be 
learnt, which would be of unſpeakable Ad- 
vantage to us. viz. | - 
1. It ſhould for ever imbitter Sin to us. 
As ſhe faid to the Prophet, Art thou come to 
call my Sin te Remembrance, and to ſlay my 
Son; It is Sin, Sin, that hath raiſed theſe 
Storms, and troubled our Houſe. O that we 
may be the Death of that which hath been 
the Death of our Children! | | 
2. It ſhould be a Spur to us, to put us on 
in Heaven's way. I am conſcious to myſelf 
there was need of this Affliction (eſpecially 
* . before the Death of my 7oe) I was growing 
more * remiſs in my Duty; my Heavenly 
Father ſaw it; and (may I not conclude?) ſent 
this fad Providence to be my Monitor; to 
tell me whence I was fallen, and bid me re- 
pent and do my firſt Works 1 
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I would learn by this Providence, as 


long as I live, to keep my Affections within 


due Bounds towards Creature Comforts, 


How hard do I find it 20 love, and not "4 


over-love ? Now God is a jealous God, and 
will not give his Glory to another ; and may 
we not fear our Exceſs this way hath pro- 


voked him to remove the Mercy from us, 


which we made an Idol of?; 

4. Are our Children gone before us? 
This ſnould be a Means to draw our Hearts 
upwards and homewards. Should we not be 
looking oftner than ever into the other 
World ? It is but a little while, and all the 
things of Time will be ſwallowed up in 
Eternity; and if we could but duly conſider 
this, it is no great Matter, whether we or 
ours die firſt, ſince we are all dying. It hath 
been my conſtant Prayer to my Heavenly 
Father, that he would give us a Name bet- 
ter than that of Sons and Daughters, and 
make up all in himſelf. To him be Glory 


for ever. Amen. 


NoveMBeR 12. 1721. 


Since this Month began, I have had ma- 
ny Reflections on the Difficulties and Dan- 
gers I paſt through the laſt Year this Month. 
God hath been exerciſing me with Children, 
in giving and taking; in raiſing my Hopes 
and then diſappointing. In all 1 humbly own 
his Sovereignty. Who dare ſay unto him, 

at 
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What doſt thou ? I would with all Humility + 


ſay, Shew me wherefore thou contendeſt with 
me. Sure there is a Cauſe ! Sin is the Jonab, 
and yet it ſtill lives in me, and is too preva- 
Jent. It is fad that neither Providences nor 
Ordinances have any better Effect upon me. 
O! This indwelling Sin makes my Life bit- 
ter, and me long to be gone hence. O that 
J had the Wings of a Dove, then would I 
fly away and be at reſt. How bleſſed are 
the Saints above, that have done ſinning and 
ſuffering! I would look and long, hope and 


wait and cry, Come, Lord Feſus, come quickly. 


But thy Time is beſt. 


SEPTEMBER 17, 1724, 

The Providences of God are various. 
Sometimes we are lifted up, and ſometimes 
caſt down. Sometimes the World ſmiles, and 
. ſometimes frowns. Happy they, and only 
they, that have God for their Portion! Ri- 
ches make to themſelves Wings and fly away; 
Friends die, and our Lives are uncertain, Ble, 
ſed be God that Croſſes and Diſappointments 
-are in the Covenant. O that the preſent Trial 
I meet with, may be in Covenant Love! and 
then though for the preſent it is not joyous 
but grievous, it will yield the peaceable Fruit 
of Righteouſneſs. How tenderly hath God 


dealt with us! ftill puniſhing us leſs than 
our Iniquities deſerve. May this gentle 


Touch of his Rod, anſwer the End for which 
it 
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it is ſent, leſt ſorer Strokes fall upon us. I 


would not murmur ; he is a God of infinite 
Wiſdom, and knows bow and when to afflict 


his Children ; he cannot err, and he does not 


afflict willingly.” How juſtly may God ſtrip 
me of All! and ſhould he thus deal with 
me, I muſt juſtify him ſtill. I would pati- 
ently bear what I am now exerciſed with, and 
bleſs him for what I enjoy. I have given 
myſelf and all to God to be diſpoſed of as 
he pleaſes; and I would have my Will en- 
tirely reſigned to the Will of God. But 
here I find great Cauſe to complain of a 
froward Will. How hard to ſubmit to what 

croſſes my Will! O Lord, help me. 


JanVARY 3. 1727. 

God hath by his affliftive Providences 
been telling us in this Place, he hath a Con- 
troverſy with us. O] that we may be wiſe 
to hear the Rod, and ſee who hath appoint- 
ed it. Many, very many hath God-remo- 
ved in the midſt of their Days, and may 1 
not ſay, many in the midſt of their Uſeful- 
neſs. We have loſt a dear and loving Bro- 
ther, and our eldeſt Brother. God hath made 
a ſore Breach in our Family. One every 
way deſireable, and one uſe 1 in his Place 
and Day. One from whom we had great 


Expectations of Uſefulneſs, being capacitated 
above many to do Good. He is gone, but not 


loſt: he gave good Satisfaction of his eternal 
State. 
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State. But theſe are not all the Warnings 
that God hath given me; he hath been 
pleaſed to touch me in my own Perſon. I 
was ſeized with the ſame Fever, that carried 
off ſo many round about me, in ſo little 
Time. He hath been affliting my Yoke- 
fellow with Pains; and hath alſo been gra- 
cious to us, and heard our Cry. Therefore, 
O! therefore, will I call _ him as long as 
I live. 


JANUARY 24. 1727. 
© Yet God ſeems to contend with us. He 
hath been touching us in a very tender Part. 
Hath threatned to take from us the Delight 
of our Eyes, the Joy of our Hearts, with a 
Stroke. But had Pity upon us, and in the 
midſt of Judgment remembred Mercy. The 
Child was almoſt free among the dead, had 
all the Symptoms of Death, and yet God 
faid, Return and live.. 

In our Diſtreſs we prayed, and called our 
Friends together to pray for us; J hope w 
were defirous to lay the Child and — 
at the Feet of Mercy, and to reſign it to the 
Hands of God, to deal as beſt pleaſed him; 
as might be moſt for his Glory, and our real 
Good : and I would take notice of the kind 
Dealings of God to me herein, that when 
we were praying for the Child, I found my 
. Mind! in 0 Miet ad: ſubmiſſive a Frame. * 
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DECEMBER 8. 1729. 

Yeſterday was the Sabbath, and by Courſe 
our Sacrament-Day; but by poor Mr. 
Illneſs we were prevented enjoying the pre- 
cious Ordinance. We were met together and 
ſat down at the Table, but diſmiſs'd. It 
was, I muſt own, very affecting to be thus 
diſappointed. I came away with Shame, 
and ſome Diſtreſs of Mind. I retired as 
ſoon as I came Home. After ſome ſerious 
Reflections, I laid myſelf down at the Foot- 
ſtool of divine Grace, with a Deſire to hum- 


ble myſelf in a Senſe of my Sins, and the 


Sins of the Society, that provoked our gra- 
cious God thus to frown upon us; and ear- 
neſtly to ſupplicate the divine Fayour and 
Regard. I would mourn after a departing 


God, and intreat his Stay. O leave us not 


after thou haft done us ſo much good. 


That little Time thus ſpent, made ſuch Im- 


preſſions upon my frail Body, that I could 
do nothing in the Evening. Owwhat a Clog 
is this poor weak Body to the Soul ! 


O gracious God, make and keep ſuitable - 


Impreſſions upon my Heart. O may I follow 
hard after God, and the EET En- 
joyment of him, 


Where Congregations nee break up, 
And Sabbat bo have 0 End. 


p - 
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 AvevsrT 13, 1732. 


It hath pleaſed the great Sovereign Lord 
of All, laſt Evening to lay his afflicting 
Hand upon me. I was very ſuddenly ſeized 
with Illneſs ; the Fever was high, and T was 
brought low by it; but as God laid on with 
the one Hand, he ſupported with the other. 
I bleſs God, my Frame under the Affliction 
was eaſy, nay, comfortable. I cannot ex- 
preſs what Impreſſions were made upon my 
Mind; but they were fuch as did excite my 
Love to him, and enlarged my Deſires after 


him. O how did the Truth and Faithfulneſs 


of God appear in afflicting me! how clearly 
did I diſcern things! thoſe things, which in 
eral I love the Senſe of. I was thankful 
for the A ffliction, and for the Frame I was 
then in, under it. Bleſſed be God, that did 
not leave me wholly to myſelf. I bleſs him 
for Mercies, and for ſeaſonable, ſanctified 
Afflictions; they do me J know not how 
much good. I would not be without them, 
for the Crown of England, ſuppoſing my 
Need of them the ſame that now it is. Let 
others bleſs themſelves in their continued, 
growing Proſperity ; blefſed be God for ſea- 
ſonable, ſanctified Afflictions, faith my Soul. 
Though ſo. ill, and fo very ill laſt Night 
and this Morning, yet through much Mercy, 

I was enabled to go out the latter Part - the 
| ay. 
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Day. Bleſſed be God, I heard ſweet and 
comfortable Truths, that there is #0 2 
nation to them which are in Chriſt Feſus: 

heard them with Pleaſure, and could hope i n 


this Mercy. 


CH: AP. : K 


Her Improvement of Prov TIDE relating 


to others. 


SEPTEMBER 8, 1716. 


HIS Day 1 have been attending two 

Perſons: to the Grave, both younger 
than myſelt. One hath been wearing off for 
ſome time; but the other's Death was ſud- 
den, and very ſurprizing. One Day well, 
and the next dead! ſhe went to Bed well, and 
in two Hours in Eternity! O ſurprizing 
Stroke, to ſtep into Eternity before we think 
of it! to find ourſelves at the Bar of a juſt 


and holy God, ſentenced to an unalterable 


State, before we knew we were leaving this! 
If the Soul be found ready, the Surprize will 
be joyful. O my Soul, take the Warning, 
and let it excite thee to Diligence in thy pre- 
paratory Work. It is an Intereſt in Chriſt 
only, that can make me to die ſafely, and 
only my Knowledge of it, that can make it 
comfortable. Fhe laſt Night when I awoke, 
I could not but have ſome ſuppoſing Thoughts, 


nn if Death ſhould come to me, as it had 
dane 
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done to Couſin C----- the Night before; 'I 
was put then upon reflecting on former 
Tranſactions, and could then lay, If Death 
_ - ſhould come this Night and in the ſame 
Manner, I know in whom I have believed, &c. 


FEBRUARY 2. 1727. 


This is a ſorrowful Day indeed to us in this 
Place. This Day dear Mr. Spilſpury was laid 
in the Grave. The great God ſeems to have 
a Controverſy with us; he hath ſmitten the 
Shepherd; O that the Sheep may not be 
ſcattered. We are a provoking People; it is 
a Wonder of Mercy we have enjoyed him ſo 
long. O that we may every one of us look 
into our own Hearts, and endeavour to find 
out the Achan that troubles our 1/rael. - The 
Lord's Voice cries to this Town; O that we 
may now hear the Rod, and who hath 
appointed it. I deſire to lament the Sins of 
the Society in general, and my own in parti- 
_ cular, that have had a great Hand in bring- 
ing this ſore and heavy Affliction upon us. 
O what Cauſe have I to cry out, My Bar- 
renneſs my Barrenneſs ! under ſuch rich and 
choice Means. O that a Senſe of my Sin 
and Folly, may both humble and quicken me 
to and in my Duty for the future. 

As I have great Cauſe to be humbled for 
my great Unprofitableneſs, yet I would not 
forget to be thankful,” that I have any Rea- 
n to hope, * the Grace of 88 
e 
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he was pleaſed to make him an Inſtrument 


for Good to my Soul. If I have hope that 
there is a good Work wrought in me, muſt 
I not believe good Mr. Spil/bury was the In- 
ſtrument! Was it not by him that J was firſt 
awakened and made ſenſible of my loſt State 
by Nature! How oft hath he ſpoke to my 

very Caſe fo fully, that I could not but ſay, 
Surely the Spirit of God was with bim. How 
hath the Word come with irreſiſtible Power 
and Efficacy. to my Soul! and with what 
Sweetneſs have I ſate under it many Times 
So that I have cauſe to bleſs God, that ever 
I ſaw his Face, or heard his Voice. I can 
hope alſo, that the next Meeting will be with 


Comfort. How joyful will it be, to hear 


him fay, Here Jan, and the Children.whom 
thou haſt given me. O joyful Day! I would 
be preparing, and looking, and longing for 
that Time. I have had many pleaſing, rat- 
ſed Thoughts, fince his.and my dear Bro- 
ther's Death, of their Employments and En- 
joyments. But I know but little. 


Ma y 16. 1727. 


It hath pleaſed the infinitely wiſe and gra- 
cious God, the Sovereign Lord of his Crea- 
tuͤres, this Day to remove our dear and ho- 
noured Father. I would be dumb and not 
open my Mouth, becauſe the Lord hath done 
it. The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken 
away, and ſtill we muſt ſay, Bleſſed be the 


Name 
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'  .. Nameof the Lord. Bleſſed be God we had 


ſuch a Father, one truly religious, and in Co- 


- venant himſelf, and one who took hold of the 
Covenant for us his Children; who in our In- 
fancy dedicated us to the Lord, and took care 
to train us up in the Nurture and Admonition 
of the Lord. A praying Father! We have 
loſt one that was conſtant and inſtant in this 
Work. He hath laid up a Stock of Prayers 
for his Children, A bright and ſhining Ex- 
ample of Holineſs! O that the Children may 
be Followers of them who through Faith and 
Patience are inheriting the Promiſes! That 
this Providence may be ſo ſanctified that it 
may bring us nearer to God and Duty, and. 
a more diligent Preparation for our own De- 
parture. It will be but a little Time, and I 
muſt go the way of all Fleſh ; a way we ſhall 
not return, O that I may now converſe 
more with our glorified Friends. Thrice 
happy they that are in the Preſence- Chamber 
of the Lamb! that are in the clear Viſion, 

and full Fruition of their deareſt Lord. 
Lord, ſend down thy quickning Grace, and 

fit me to aſcend. | 


FEBRUARY 26. 1728. 


I muſt now write myſelf not only Father- 
leſs, but Motherleſs. After many Months 
Hineſs and Weakneſs, it hath pleaſed our 
gracious God and Father, to give our dear 
and honoured Mother, a Releaſe —_ - 
9 tho 
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thoſe Sorrows ſhe groaned under here, and 
through free Grace, I truſt, advanced her to 
the glorious Liberty of the Saints above; a 
State and Place her pious Soul longed to at- 
tain, Happy Soul! Shall 1 wiſh her back 
again? Ono, no; ſhe is where ſhe would 
be. It's true, I want her pleaſant Company 
and Converſation. O that we the Children of 
the Family, might be found treading in the 
Steps of our dear Parents; and remember 
thoſe Inſtruftions they took care to preſs 
upon us. Should any of us miſcarry, it will 
be with dreadful Aggravations. O that all 


of us may give Diligence to make our Call- 


ing and Election ſure. Amen. 


Mag c 26. 1728. 

This Day dear Mother Houſman took her 
Flight from Time to Eternity; from a 
World of Sin and Sorrows, Cares and Fears, 
to a State of perfect Reſt, Happineſs, Holi- 
neſs and Joy. Happy Soul, ſlipt into Reſt. 
Surprizing Change! now in the Preſence- 
Chamber of her Lord, joining with thoſe 
about the Throne. 

We are left to combat with Enemies and 
Difficulties a little longer; O that we may 
be. faithful to God and our Duty ; and then 
we may hope through Grace, to overtake 
thoſe who are got within the Veil. O that we 
who ſurvive, may endeavour to get .ready 
for the coming of our Lord; that a 


| 
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Trials and'Difficulties overtaking thee, Bleſ- 


Death comes, we may have nothing to do 
but to die; as I hope was the Caſe of dear 
Mother Houſman, Bleſſed are the dead, that 
ernennen 
FEB RUARY 14. 1729. 
Much of my Time is gone. This Night 
my Soul may be required of me. The laſt 
Night Death called away a Neighbour, that 


Was well and in the Market Yeſterday, A 


loud Call, Be ye alſo ready, 


What if my Sun ſhould ſet at Noon, 
If Death ſhould call to Day; 

Canſt thou, my Soul, go off ſo ſoon; 
Haſt thou no Scores to pay! 


14 Max cn 19. 1729. 
This Day I have been afflicted with the 
Afflictions of others; Neighbours and ſome 


of my Relations, that have the ſad Tidings 
of a great Loſs, that it is feared, is coming 


upon them. I would weep with them that 


weep, being myſelf alſo in the Body; and 
having taſted the ſame Affliction, would 
comfort others with the ſame Comforts where- 
with we ourſelves have been comforted, 
'This .convinceth me more and more, of the 
Vanity of this World and all its Enjoyments. 
O my Soul, live more in the Expectation of 


ſed 


» 
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ſed be God, this World is not- our Portion. 
If we are Chriſtians, whatever we loſe, our 


All is ſafe, O my Soul, make this more 
and more ſure and clear. 


ann 40 


The late Tidings of the Loſſes which our 
Friends and Neighbours ſuſtain, give a 
Demonſtration of the Vanity of the World. 
We muſt juſtify God in his ſevereſt Trials; 
and ſtill bleſs God it is not worſe with us than 
it is. I have often faid, and ſaid it upon my 
Knees, ** Let the Lord do what he will with 
„ me, I will love him and cleave to him 
«© ftill; Afflictions ſhall not drive me from, 
but bring me nearer to my God.“ For 
my part, I know no God but thee,” and am 
reſolved to take up with nothing ſhort of an 
Intereſt i in wy. Love, '7 


APRIL 2 3. 1729. 

Unexpected Croſſes do frequently overtake 
us in this uncertain World. The ſudden IIl- 
neſs of my Siſter Yeſterday, was ſurprizing. 
Blefſed be God, the threatned Danger was 
prevented, 

I live when "OE die. I hear of two 
Perſons of Note, that are thought dange- 
rouſly ill; and the tolling of the Bell gives 
me notice, that another is dead. O 0 
help me to be preparing for my laſt End. 
I Know not how frag: may a 

my 


| 
| 
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O my Soul, how go Matters between God 
and thyſelf! doſt — go upon ſure Grounds 


for Eternity? Lord, ga I w not be de- 
ceived at laſt. | | 


MAV 13. 1729, 

This Day I have been viſiting thoſe that 
are ſick and r One young Perſon that 
ſeems near another World, and now in ano- 
ther Mind than in Health; now is lamenting 
the Loſs of precious Time, and fearing to 
enter upon Eternity. O my Soul, be awaken- 
ed and quickened to be up and doing with 
all thy Might; the Night of Death is co- 
ming, in which no Man can Work. I would 
be getting all ready before Sickneſs and Death 
comes. A Time of Sickneſs is a very un- 
fit one to do the great Work in. Now I 


4 have a comfortable Meaſure of Health, I 


would improve it, and lay hold of the Hope 


ſet before me. 


NoVvEMBIR 17. 1729. 
This Day the ſorrowful Tidings. of good 


Mr. Thompſon's Death hath been brought me. 


A great Loſs to the Church of God in gene- 
ral, and to poor Bromſgrove in particular. 
He has done labouring, and is now in the 
Reſt that was promiſed to the Faithful. O 
happy Soul ! glorious. Day he is now 
where he would be. He was one that wreſt- 
led harg to Wr s off Judgments. O what 

may 


on! The great God hath a Controverſy with 
us, and he is calling his choice ones Home 
apace, What ſhall we do, when our Moſes's, 
our Jacobs are gone! O that we might, every 
Family apart, every Perſon apart, humble 
ourſelves . before the Lord, and ſigh and 
mourn for the abounding of Sin, and the la- 


mentable Decay of Religion. I defire the 


Congregation to which he belonged, -might 


in a particular Manner be awakened and 
made ſenſible of their Loſs. Help, Lord, 


for the godly Man ceaſeth, and the Faithful 
fail from among the Children of Men. The 
Righteous periſheth and no Man layeth it to 
Heart; and the merciful. Men are taken 
away from the Evil to come. Who, who 
is there that conſiders this as he ought? 


Jux 18. 1731. - 


God is known by the Word of his Mouth, 


and by. the Works of his Hand, and the 
Judgments that are abroad. The dreadful 
Fires, that have lately happened at Blandford 
and Tiverton, are very awful Providences. 
I would ſympathize with the poor Sufterers, 
and be willing and ready to extend my Cha- 
rity. towards their Relief, when it ſhall be 
called for. I would pray for them, and beg 
the God of Pity would grant them Relief ; 
give them Favour in the Eyes of thoſe that 
are able to ke to their —_— 

am 


may we fear is coming upon this ſinful Nati 
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| I am pleaſed to hear they have Help from 
Neighbours; Lord, grant they may find 
more. 
But what is the Voice of this awful Provi- 
dence? Sure it is an Intimation of the Diſ- 
leaſure of the great God; and juſtly may he 
end his Plagues into the midſt of us. He hath 
before been contending with this Nation by 
leſſer Judgments, by Sickneſs, by Deadneſs 
of Trade; but who hath returned to the 
Lord? He hath alſo been trying us with 
Mercies ; but alas what a ſtubborn People 
are we, that are not drawn by the milder 
Methods, nor driven by more ſevere Diſ- 
ſations 
O my Soul, ſhall it be thy Care to make 
ſome ſpiritual Improvement of ſuch Providen- 
ces! Here is a plain Diſcovery of the Uncer- 
tainty of the World and its beſt Enjoyments. 
Some in theſe Places in the Morning worth 
100 J. or 2000/7. yet before Night depri- 
ved of All, had not an Habitation, nor a 
Morſel of Bread. Let it be thy Care to make 
ſure of ſomething better, ſomething of a 
more durable Nature. Happy they and on- 


ly they, that are ſo wiſe as to lay up their 


Treaſure in Heaven, where neither Moth nor 
Ruſt can corrupt, nor Thieves ſteal, nor 
Flames conſume. | 

O my Soul, let this quicken thee in thy 
Diligence, to make thy Calling and Election 
ſure; that ſo if Trials ſhould overtake thee, 


and 
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and thou ſhouldſt loſe thy Enjoy ments here, 
thou mayſt not be undone, thy Portion, thy 


All being ſafe. God grant it may not be my 
Caſe; but ſince while in the Body, I am lia- 


ble to the Diſtreſſes others groan under, ſup- 


poſing it ſhould be thy Lot, how wouldſt 
thou behave? I have great Reaſon to ſuſpect 
myſelf, left when I come to be tried ſo as by 
Fire, my Droſs would not only appear, but 
prevail to my Shame, and to the Diſhonour 
of thy Name and the Profeſſion I have 
made. But I have often prayed, and would 
go on to beg, that as my Day is, my Strength 
may be, and that I may not be tempted 
above what I am able to bear: I would 
ſtill remember who it is that has ſaid, My 
Grace is ſufficient for thee, Through Chrift 
I can do all Things, and ſuffer all Things, 


that infinite Wiſdom ſees fit to exerciſe me 


with; but without him I can do nothing, 


CHAP. X. 


Her Publttk-Spiritedneſs and Concern far 
others, in Body and Soul, 


JANUAR 28. 1729, 
HIS hath been what we call our Hu- 


miliation, or our Preparation-Day. 
Theſe have been Days of high Account, and I 
hope Days of ſpecial Advantage to me. But 
alas what a Change do I experience in my own 
"2 E 2 Soul ! 


— 
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Soul! and methinks they are not kept with 
that Solemnity as formerly. Upon theſe 
Days I often think it is like what we read 
of, that when the ſecond Temple was. built, 
the old Men wept, becauſe the ſecond came 
ſo far behind the Glory of the firſt, O what 
ſolemn Days have I known kept in this 
Place! Have we not Reaſon to fear the Spi- 
rit of Prayer and Humiliation is much loſt, 
and we a ſtupid People, ſettled upon our 
Lees! yea, notwithſtanding we have been 
emptied from Veſſel to Veſſel. What Rea- 
ſon have we to mourn after a departing 
God! O that God would would revive his 
own Work in the midſt of the Days, and 
carry it on with Power. How much is 
Religion upon the declining Hand ! this is 
what I defire to mourn for, that the Glory 
is fo much departed. O my Soul, take 
ſhame to thyſelf before the Ln in a Senſe 
of thy own Sins, that have had a Hand in 
cauſing God to depart, O my Pride, my 
. Unbelief, my psig, and Barrenneſs, 
under the Plenty of rich Means and graci- 
ous Indulgences! I have been lifted up to 
Heaven in point of Enjoyments ; but alas, 
I am but a Shrub ſtill, a mere Non-pro- 
fioient in Grace and Holineſs. 


| DECEMBER 14. 1729. 
This hath been a Sabbath; Bleſſed be God, 


the Doors of his Houſe are opened to us, and 
we 
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we have had Miniſters ſpeaking in his Name. 
For our Barrenneſs God may juſtly take away 
his Goſpel, | Miniſters, Ordinances, and ſhut 
up the Doors, and write Trabad upon us. 
We have been fed to the full, but have not 
brought forth Fruit. God is leſſening our 
Opportunities; I muſt acknowledge we have 


forfeited all our Privileges, and God may | 
juſtly make us know the Worth of them, 


by the Want of them, I would call to Mind 
the Days of old, when the Candle of the 
Lord ſhined upon his Tabernacle, and when 

in hrs Light we walked and rejoiced. I have 
enjoyed great Plenty, a bright Goſpel- Day; 
what I may live to ſee, and how God will 
deal with us, I know not; but it looks dark. 

O that God would pour upon us a Spirit of 
Prayer, that we may cry earneſtly, that he 


may have Mercy upon us, and return and 
leave a Bleſſing behind him. 


JANUARY 11. 1730. 


\ Bleſſed be my gracious Father, that he hath 
provided a. Supply of faithful Miniſters to 
ſpeak in his Name. This Day we have had 
the Aſſiſtance of a young Miniſter, Mr. B---- 
a very fine Man indeed! he hath ſhew'd our 
Juſtification is of Faith, that it may be of 
Grace. I rejoice there are ſome coming up, 
to fill the Places of them that are gone, 
whom thou haſt taken out of the Vineyard, 
and tranſplanted into thy Temple above, 

3 where 
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where they are Pillars, and ſhall go no more 


out. God hath been pleaſed to lay his af- 


flicting Hand on our dear Paſtar, but he 
doth not leave us deſtitute, We have this 


Day Children's Bread. O may I grow in 


Grace thereby, and by the good Word of 


thy Grace, be nouriſhed up to eternal Life, 
for Jeſus ſake. Amen. 


MARcH 5. 1730. 


This Day I have received an Anſwer to a 
Letter, which I ſent to a diſtant Friend, one 
that hath made a large Profeſſion of Reli- 
gion, and hath ſeemed to grow cold and in- 
different. I hope my Deſire was to Caution, 
warn and\ reprove, out of Chriſtian Charity. 
I feared leſt they ſhould be offended rather 
than amended ; but this Day I have received 
Thanks for my Freeneſs therein, which 1 
take notice of, as an Encouragement to my 
Duty therein. Lord, make me more ſincere 
and faithful in the whole of my Duty, that 1 
may endeavour to keep a Conſcience void of 
Offence towards God and Man. I would 
do juſtly, love Mercy, and walk humbly 
with my God; that this may be my rejoicing, 
the Teſtimony of my Conſcience, that in Simpli- 
city, &c. I have, I humbly hope, had ſome 
Comfort from this Scripture Living, and I 
bope hall Dying. i. 857 
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MARC H 24. 


This Day I have heard of Prayer. It is 
what I deſire to. be more and better acquaint- 
ed with. I have been purpoſing, the Lord 
enabling me, to be more employed in this 
Work, upon my own Account, and 
the Account of theſe ſinful Nations, and the 
ſad Symptoms that are to be found at this 
Day among us. I have been deſirous to do 
ſomething to promote an Hour of Prayer 
once a Week, with reſpect to the Publick ; 
but am fearing leſt I ſhould not be ſincere, 
and leſt God ſhould not accept me. O that 
we may ſtir up ourſelves and one another, / 
to take hold of a departing God. Wo un- 
to us, if God depart from us. 7 

Jux x 9. at 

I have propoſed this Proje& of Prayer to 
ſome of my Friends; have wrote a pretty 
many Letters, and have ſent them abroad and 
among my Friends at home ; and have recei- 
ved Anſwers from ſome of them, who give 
their Approbation, and have aſſured me of 
engaging others in the Work. One particu- 
larly, from whom I received a Letter Yeſter- 
day, gave me an Account, that they ſhewe@ 
the Letter to Mmiſters, who ſeem*d both to 
approve of it, and many other private Chri- 
ſtians, who all ſeem to concur in the Propo- 


al. Bleſſed be God for any . 
ho E. 4. O may 
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O may we all be ſincere, humble and i impor- 
tunate in the Work, 

I have ſpent moſt of my Time that I could 
get from my neceſſary Affairs in my Fami- 
ly, in writing Letters upon this Occaſion ; 
and have many more I deſign to make an 
Adventure with. Good Lord, grant me thy 
Direction, Aſſiſtance and Bleſking. I would 
make thy Glory my chief Aim, the good 
of the Nation, and the Revival of the Spirit 
of Prayer. O that 1 could fee] more of it 
ſtirring i in my own Soul. | 


FEBRUARY 14. 1731. 


Ho little is there of the Power of Reli- 
gion in this Place! it ſeems to die with our 
Fathers. Lord, what wilt thou do for thy 
great Name? O that ſomething may be done 
to engage young ones for God and Religion, 
that fo there might be a Seed to ſerve God 
to the lateſt Generation, 


SEPTEMBER 12, 


* 1 have been ſomewhat affected with ſeeing 
my little Daughter, that is but little more 
than ſeven Years old, ſo much convinced and 
aſhamed of her Ingratitude towards God, when 
I” faid a little to her of her forgetting to 
return Thanks to God for her Food. O 
my Soul, let this Inſtance of the Child's 
weeping and lamenting that ſhe offended 


God, "pur thee upon ſerious Reflections _ 
Þ 
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deep Humiliations, for thy baſe Ingratitude | 


towards ſo good a God, {0 kind a Saviour 
and bountiful a Benefattor,: 


MA v 27. 1732. DES IT 

J have had this Evening, my dear Child 
with me in my Cloſet, converſing with her, 
endeavouring to awaken her, and convinee 
her of her Sin and Miſery, by Nature and 
Practice. The Child was ſeemingly affected 
and melted into Tears, and in Diſtreſs ; ſo 
much that I was fain to turn my Diſcourſe, 
and tell her that God was good, and willing 
to pardon and receive Sinners, eſpecially 
thoſe Children that were willing to be good 
betimes, and. in their younger Days ſet them- 
ſelves to love and ſerve God. I told her 
ſhe muſt pray to God to pardon her, and give 
her Grace to ferve him. The Child ſeemed 
willing to pray, but wanted Words to expreſs 
herſelf ; I aſked her if J ſhould help her, and 
teach her to pray. Lord, forgive my Ne- 
glects in this and every Part of my Duty, 
accept my ſincere Deſire to do thy Will in 
every reſpect. Set in with Inſtructions, Ad- 
monitions, and Reproof. Lord, without 
thy Bleſſing nothing will do good. O that 
this dear Offspring may riſe and eall thee 
Bleſſed. I would plead the Promiſe; Lord, 
* thou not ſaid, I will be thy God, and the 
God. of thy Seed alſo? O make good the Word 
unto.thy Servant, that is devoted to thy Fear. 


E 5 Iv NR 
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Ju NE 11. 1732. 


My dear Brother hath been employed this 
Day, in preaching the Word to us, from 
Col. iii. 4. When Chriſt who is our Life ſhall 
appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with him in 
Glory. A comfortable Truth, and delivered 
in a very ſerious Manner! I beg it may not 
be a loſt Truth, a loſt Sabbath. - I find Con- 
victions wrought in the Minds of ſome ; par- 
ticularly our poor Servant M. L. came to 
me this Evening with Tears, and told me 
ſhe was never ſo convinced of Sin and the 
Neglect of Duty, as ſhe was this Day, by 
what M. P. preached; earneſtly begging 
ſhe may improve her Time better, and the 
Privileges ſhe doth enjoy with us. 


CHAP. XL 
7 
Her Value for the Word, and Impreſſions 


under it. 


1 Have had many ſweet Experiences of 
1 God's Power, in the preaching of his 
holy Word, by ſeveral of his Miniſters: But 
in a more particular Manner by his faithful 
Servant and Ambaſſador Mr. Spilſury, whom 
I would look upon as my ſpiritual Father. 
How eften hath he ſpoken to my particular 
Caſe, as though he had known my very 
Thoughts! Let me keep them in _— 

Tance 
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brance to the Glory of God and mn 5.2 
Comfort. 

Some Time after the laſt Sqcrament, ie 
which the Lord was pleated to afford me 
thoſe Manifeſtations of his Love, I was rea- 
dy to fear, leſt I was deceived with falſe 
Ho . But the Lord's Day after, Mr. 
Spilſbury expounded in the Evening Exerciſe, 
Matt. xiii. 44. The Kingdom of Heaven is lite 
to a Treaſure hid in the Field, which when a 
Man hath found, he goeth and ellas all that he 
bath for Joy, and buyeth that Field. And in 
his opening theſe Words and deſcribing the 
Joy there meant, the Lord was pleaſed to 
confirm my Hope and revive my "Foy: 0 
how ſweet is the Word, when God makes it. 
to reach the Heart! 

Though at many other Times God has by 
his Word met with me, there is one Particu- 
lar more that I would eſpecially remember. 
I would never forget, that Mr. Spil/bu 
preached on Lecture-Days from Cant. iv. 11 
Awake thou North- Wind, &c. From theſe 
Words he told us, that fineere Chriſtians de- 
fire nothing more than an enlarged Heart in 
Duty. If ever I knew what an enlarged 
Heart was, ſure it was under thoſe Sermons. 
How often have I felt great Meltings of Soul, 
that I could ſay with holy David, A Day in 

thy Courts 1s better than a Thouſand elſewwbere ! 
And have been ready to wiſh, I could always 


be employed ia the Smears Worſhip of 
God. 


| Cod. Mom amiable are thy T aberracles 
O Sn of Nan 


Avevsr 30. 1711. 


This being Lecture-Day, I had an Op- 
portunity of attending on the Word preached 
from Fſal. xxvii. 4. Delight thyſelf in the Lord, 
aud be ſhall give thee the Deſires of thy Heart. 
J think I fate under the Word with great De- 
light, and its Fruit was ſweet to my Taſte. 
I was. told that the Delight of gracious Souls 
is in God. Two Things muſt concur to 
make us delight in God. 1. There muſt be 
Intereſt in God. 2. There mult be a clear 
Senſe of this, that God is our Gd. 

I could not upon the hearing of this, bat 
taſte a real Sweetneſs, and. was raiſed into a 
comfortable Frame; but not ſo much en- 
larged as in the Evening, upon the ſecond 

As J attended upon Repetition, Sing- 

ing, and Prayer, God was pleaſed to make 

| ſuch ſenſible Impreſſions upon me, that I 
could not conceal it. I think I really felt 
my Heart burn within me. Such lively Im- 
preſſions were made upon me, as cannot be 
expreſs'd, nor conceived of, but by thoſe 
that fee} them. Surely it was that Joy, 

which a Stranger intermeddles not with. 
When God ts pleaſed to reveal himſelf to 
the Soul, and make it to. diſcern its Intereſt 
in e it cannot chuſe but rejoice. 


* 
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I could not forbear mak ing ſome Diſcovery 
of it to Mr. Spilſbury, I being in his Houſe. 
The Lord knows what my Aims were. I 
think it. was the Glory of God. I could not 
but tell him, O Sir, now I can delight in 
* God as my God. O help me to love and 
<* praiſe. that God, that deals thus bounti- 
& fully with me.” He ſpake very comfor- 
tably to me, and alſo gave me ſome need- 
ful Cautions; alſo what Uſe I ſhould make 
of God's diſtinguiſhing Dealings with me, 
It ſhould lay me very low, and engage me 
to walk very humbly, and alſo excite my 
Love towards him; herein, faith he, you 
cannot exceed. I could not but heartily 
thank him, and muſt freely own, the hum- 
bleſt, cloſeſt walking becomes me. 

Methinks I do not repent my making this 
Diſcovery, becauſe 1 gave him an Opportu- 
nity to give me thoſe needful Cautions. I 
bleſs God that enables me to receive them ſo 
kindly, O! methinks I can ſee much of his 
Love appear, and his Faithfulneſs in his 
Duty to God and my Soul. The Lord re- 
ward him a Thouſand-fold, for all his La- 
bours of L.ove to me. 


Since I came from him, I cannot expreſs 
what have been my Enjoyments in my Eve- + 
ning Retirements. Fine and ſolid Pleaſure 
in'Communion with God in Prayer. O how 
maine is che Condeſcenſion of God, to grey 


* 
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with his poor Creature in fo familiar a way ! 
it is only for his and my dear Jeſus ſake. 


"SEPTEMBER 7. 1711. 
It hath been a Market-Day for Soul and 
Body; whereon I have had Opportunity of 
making Proviſion for both. I had the Li- 
berty of God's Houſe, and heard the Word 
preached z it was on the indwelling of the 
Spirit in the Hearts of Believers; that he 
dwells in them graciouſly, efficaciouſly, con- 
Ranily, and bholily. As ſoon as I was come 
from God's Houſe to my own, I met with 
Company. I was neceſſitated to engage with 
them, they being near Relations. I think I 
was afraid of loſing that little Senſe I had 
upon my Spirit. So ſoon as conveniently 1 
could, I retired, to breathe out a few Deſires, 
and to beg ſpiritual Protection. I was ena- 
bled to attend them, and converſe with them 
chearfully, and was very eaſy in my Mind, 
hoping I was not out of the way of my 
Duty. After a few Hours they were gone ; 

T began then to look within, and enquire 
what my Frame had been, and what Frame 
my Spirit was left in. I made the Reflection 
ſomewhat comfortably ; but was fearing, as E 
have Reaſon enough, leſt this Heart deeeive 
me. I prayed a little for Pardon and farther 
Aſſiſtance, and then went to Repetition; and 
though I thought I was ſomewhat ſerious, 
yet I have great Reaſon to complain of a 80 
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vided Heart. O! methinks, I fee more and 


more what poor empty Things Duties are 
without the Preſence of God in them, and 


his quickening Grace. I would learn hence 
to be more ſenſible of the abſolute Neceſſity 
of depending upon the Strength of my mighty 
Redeemer. I would be thankful that my 


Life is in ſo great a Meaſure a retired one. 


I am contentedly, nay out of Choice, a Stran- 
ger to the enſnaring Vanities of this Life. 
Bleſſed be his Name, that he hath made me 
to taſte a real Excellency in Religion; ſo as 
to prefer an Hour's Communion with God 
before all the Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures 
of this World. Let others take the World, 
and delight themſelves in the Enjoyments of 
it; for my part I will never take up with it, 
No, a God for me, a Chriſt for me, Holi- 
neſs and Heaven for me ! 

H. Px aR$SALL, 


- SEPTEMBER 20. 


This hath been a Humiliation-Day. abs 
The Word preached was very ſweet. P/al. 
cxix. 57. Thou art my Portion, O Lord. He 
came to a Uſe of Examination, What was 
Choſen by us for our Portion, whether God 
was ſo? 

1. When we are reſtleſs and uneaſy, if 
God hide his Face from us. 

2. When a Perſon reſts fatisfied-in the En- 

joyment 
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joyment of God, in the Want of any Thing, 
or in any Trouble that befalls him. 

3. Delightful Meditation of God, and ta- 
king Delight 3 in his Ways. I dare not deny, 
— that I find Reaſon to hope, that this Cha- 
racter is anſwered in me, in ſome meaſure ; 
and. hope this Word will, confirm-me in my 
Choice. The Ordinances this Day have been 
exceeding ſweet to me; ſo that I could ſay, 
Lord it is good to be here. | I found my Heart 
to centre in God. I was loth to leave them. 
I hope I can find that I am uneaſy, when 1 
cannot enjoy God; and that I cannot enjoy 
myſelf, unleſs I 58 enjoy my God. 


SEPTEMBER 20. 1713, 


I would with my whole Soul ſay, Bleſſed 
be God for the Goſpel, and Goſpel-Miniſters ; 
and in particular for good Mr. B. who hath 
been labouring among us this Day. I 
would bleſs God, that ever I ſaw his Face 


I and heard his Voice. How oft have I been 


refreſhed by his Labours! I heard from him 
this Day, that tbe Ways of Wiſdom are Ways 
of - Pleaſantneſs, and all ber Paths are Paths of 
Peace. Bleſſed be God, it is ſo: yea, bleſ- 
ſed be God for the Experience have had in 
my, own Soul of the Truth of this. Lord, 

I believe the Report that is given of thy 
Ways, and muſt own to thy Praiſe, great 
Peace and Pleaſantneſs 1 have found in walk- 
ing therein, I am fully perſuaded there i $00 
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ſuch Satisfaction to be had in any thing elſe, 
as in the ſincete Performance of our Duty. 


* How good a Maſter do we ſerve, whoſe 
Y Work is Wages! in keeping his Commands 
* there is a great Reward: a Reward before 
1 the Reward! 
Y From what 1 have heard this Day, and 
a what I have experienced in my own Soul, I 
£ would renew my Purpoſe, and ſtrengthen my 
4 Reſolution, of more cloſe walking in the 
1 Ways of God; believing the more diligent 
: I am, the more Fleaſure I am 1 like to meet 
with. | 5 


APRIL 28. 1729. 


J have enjoyed another Seaſon of Grace, 
when others of my "Neighbours have been 
confined to their own Houſes. I have heard 
a very needful Exhortation, Harden not your 
Hearts. I have had a Uſe of Examination | 
preſſed upon me. Bleſſed be God, 1 hive 
Ground to hope, that I am not given up to 
Hardneſs of Heart; but that there is ſome 
Degree of Softneſs. O take away the Stone 
out of my Heart; renew me yet more and 
more. Forgive the Sins of this Day, for 
Jeſus ſake. I would reſign myſelf this Even- 
ing into thy Hands, and leave * and 
all mine at thy Feet. 


Hoping or Pardon in thy Blood, 
I would lie down and wake with God. 


AvcusT 
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| - AUGUST. 10, 1729. 2 

O for Grace to make the beſt Improve- 
ment of what I have heard this Day, and 
bath been preſſed upon me. I have heard of 
the Privileges of God's People, and their 
Deſcription. I would here own, I not only 
| like and love and approve their Felicity, but 
their Deſcription, I as heartily defire to be 
made holy as happy. Write thy Truths up- 
on my Heart, that I may live them over, 
and bring forth Fruit in my Converſation. 
O quicken thou me in thy Way, 


| SHAP. IC. 
Her Thankfulneſs for Mercies received. 


NoveMBER 5. 1711. 


FUHIS being a Day to call to mind 
former Mercies, when the publick Du- 

ties of the Day were over, I ſet the reſt of 
the Evening apart to review the Mercies of 
my Life. The Privileges of my Birth are, 
1 ſee, exceeding great; that I was born in a 
Land of Goſpel-Light, is an invaluable Bleſ- 
ſing ; but to be born in Kidderminfer is ſtill 
a greater Mercy. And to be born of reli- 
gious Parents, whoſe Care was to devote 
me to God, and educate me for God; who 
took me and ſet me under the Droppings 
of God's Sanctuary, and there J had the 
pe: 5 Advantage 
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Advantage of hearing one of the moſt emi- 
nent Miniſters of Jeſus Chrift, worthy Mr. 
Spil/bury. | [DBP 

Temporal Mercies alſo have been bounti- 
fully beſtowed upon me. In this reſpect I 
can ſee myſelf a privileged Perſon. Abun- 
dance of- Health and Eaſe, Peace and Proſ- 
perity, Fulneſs and Plenty; fo that I have 
lacked nothing that is good for me. I would 
be thankful to divine Goodneſs, for placing 
me in ſuch a State, that I am free from ma- 
ny and great Temptations that others are ex- 
poſed to, and in Danger of being undone Wh 
I can fee Abundance of Love in my heavenly 


Father's Diſpoſals. I bleſs God I am not 


ambitious of much Acquaintance in the 
World, nor of having much to do with it. 

I bleſs God that has given me any Senſe 
of the Mercies 1 do enjoy; but I am ſenſi- 
ble 1 come far ſhort of my Duty. I would 
have my Gratitude excited, and my holy 
Reſolutions to- endeavour after a more holy, 
humble, faithful, becoming Walking. O 
my Unprofitableneſs in the midſt. of Mercies ! 
cannot but reflect upon myſelf many 
Times, how unlike the Perſon I am, to and 
for whom God hath ſo wonderfully appear- 
ed. I might record many of the eſpecial Fa- 
vours of my God; the many Tokens of his 
diſtinguiſhing Grace, I would adore and 
bleſs him that he hath ſhed abroad his Love 


in my Heart, in a Degree beyond what I 


could 
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could have expected. Sometimes J have been 
enabled and encouraged to fay, My Lord and 
my Cod; my Beloved is mine =y L am his. 
And ſure the Senſe of redeeming Love hath 
drawn out my Soul, in Longings after him; 
that as -the Hart panteth after the Water- 
Brooks, ſo panteth my Soul after thee, O 
God. So that I have longed after the glo- 
rious Liberty of the Saints above; and have 
found it the hardeſt Work many times to be 
willing to ſtay here. Nothing but a Com- 
pliance with the divine Will, can prevail with 
me. The deareſt Enjoyments, the neareſt 
Relations, are-not to be compared with my 
Lord, who loved me and. waſhed me from 
my Sins in his own Blood. How bleſſed are 
the Saints above, that are ſinging the Song 
of Moſes and the Lamb! O] long to be 
there, where I ſhall ſerve him without ſin- 
ning, and enjoy God without Interruption. 
Well, O my Soul, wait on the Lord and 


keep his Way; yet a little while, and he 


that ſhall come, will come,. and his Reward 
is with him, O Lord, ripen me for Hea- 
yen apace ; I ſhall never be well, till I come 
there. | | 
How gladly would I leave behind, 
PDbeſe vexing Vanities ! 


| I cannot but ** ay, Lond, when will 
be? Come, Lord Jeſus, come * 
Wes © | ut 
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But thy Time is the beſt Time, — N U 
but Glory can ſuffice. ob 


DECEMBER 27. 1714. 5 


I would remark ſomething of the Expe- 
rience I have had of God's gracious Appear- 
ance for me, when my Life was in imminent 
Danger. This Day as I was riding, m 
Horſe threw me, when upon the full Gallop 
When I firſt fell, my Foot ſtuck in the 
Footſtool, but it was ' mercifully ordered, 


my Foot ſlipt and left my Clog, "But when 


I was down, the Horſe turned again and 


went over me, but through Mercy did -me 


no Harm. I cannot but be ſomewhat af- 


fected at the gracious Appearance of God to 


me at this Time; that | was not dragged 


by the Foot; that would have been dread- 


ful, for the Horſe, as ſoon as I was down, 
ran wath'the greateſt Fury, that if I had not 
been looſed from him, he certainly would 
have killed me inſtantly ; and it is a Won- 
der of Mercy, that when he went over me he 
did not ſet a Foot upon an Arm or Leg, 
upon my Head or Breaſt, which might have 
roved of dreadful, if not fatal Conſequence, 
y O my Soul, ſtand ſtill and admire at the 
Salvation of the Lord. Through. divine 
Goodneſs no Hurt conſiderable! one Arm 

a little diſordered and painful. How 
is God! I would look upon myſelf under 
freſh and ſtrong Obligations, 'to Jorg:wnd 
erve 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ſerve him at another Rate than yet I have 


done. I make a freſn Surrender of myſelf 
to God, the God of my Life and of all 


my Mercies, 


JANUAR 10. 1716, 


I am now by the Diſpoſal of Providence, 
brought into a new Relation and Habitation. 
O that 1 could find a new Heart, and live 
a new Life! I bleſs God my Lot is caſt in 
'this Place, where I am ſtill in the Enjoyment 
of my near and dear Relations, and fit un- 
der dear Mr. Spilſbury's Miniſtry, and have 
the Society of my Chriſtian Friends. And 
1 would bleſs him, that my new Relations 
and dear Yoke-Fellow are ſo agreeable to 
me; that they are thoſe from whom I may 
have ſome Comfort. I would not overlook 
any of the kind Dealings of God, but eye 
him in all; looking upon every Perſon and 
Creature to be that, and that only, which 
God makes it to be. From the comfortable 
Experience I have of God's gracious Deal- 
ings in this Diſpoſal, I muſt fay it is good 
to pray to him; good to refign ourſelves 
and all our Airs into his Hands, I de- 
fire'to go on in the Way of Duty, and hope 
in his Mercy, who hath been gracious, and 
1 truſt he will go on to be ſo. Lord, I 
am, T will be thine. Lord, ſave me, for I 


pur wy ruſt i thee 


H. Hous MAN. 
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Manx cen 28. 1728. 


Renewed Experiences of God's great 
Goodneſs call for ſome ſuitable Returns. 
Sure the Voice of this late Providence is, 
How great is his Goodneſs ! He hath been plea- 
ſed to viſit our dear Child with the fore Di- 
{temper of the Small-Pox ; but how tender- 
ly hath God dealt with it! the Diſtemper 
was kind and light, to what many had it. 
Its Life preſerved, when it proved fatal to 


many. May we more heartily and chearful- 


ly devote ourſelves and our 'Child, to his 
Honour and Service. 


FEBRUARY 7. 1729. 
It is a cold and ſharp Seaſon. Bleſſed be 


God for the Coal Mines, as well as the Gold 


and Silver Mines, What Cauſe for Thank- 
fulneſs, for the diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs of 
God, in the many temporal Mercies I enjoy 
in this ſevere Weather. I confeſs I want no- 
thing fo much as a thankful Heart and im- 
proving Spirit. I charge thee, O my Soul, 
not to reſt ſatisfied in the Enjoyment of tem- 
poral Mercies, but make ſure of greater; no 
leſs than an Intereſt in the Promiſes, and a a 
Title to Glory. 


May 5. 1729. 
This Day we have had large nce 


of God's gracious Preſervation of our dear 
Child, 


"> dn Dxtraf of the Theky..: 


Child, when in imminent Dan anger by Water. 
It was near unto Death, but hath gra- 
ciouſly-preſerved it. Help came in Time. O 
What ſhall I render to the Lord, for his ſea- 
ſonable Appearance in this Time of Need 
Bleſſed be God, the Child is alive, I would 
offer it up a living Sacrifice; O may it be 
made accepted through the Beloved. I de- 
ſire to get good by this Diſpenſation, both 
* from threatned Danger and the kind Preſer- 

vation. The Child I would afreſh: devote to 

God, and endeavour to impreſs on her Mind 
God's gracious Dealings towards her. She 
' hath been in Deaths oft. O may it appear 
me is ſpared for hgnal Service i in her ts 


Y NovEZM BER 27. 1729. 


The Lord hath long ago 2 . king 
(if Lord; God, gracious and merciful, and 
abundant in Goodneſ and Truth; and ſo by 
bdleſſed E xperience I find him to be. O that 
bis Goodneſs may lead me to Repentance. 
I would remark God's gracious Appearance 
to my dear Child, when Kling! into a Kettle 
of hot Water. The Danger was great, and 


te Hurt not very ſmall; but it might have 


been a great deal worſe. The preventing 
Goodneſs of God was near, and did ſeaſona- 


| bly interpoſe. The Child had a comfortable 


* 1 and is eaſy and pert this Day. By 
aents'I am thine, and thine ever 


wil be be. Hebe me, Lord, to love thee, . 2 
O 
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God of my Life, and the Preſerver of mine. 
How ſignally hath God appeared for this 
Child! it hath oft been brought low, and 
the Lord hath heard our Prayers, and reſto- 
red it to us again and again. And by Ac- 


cidents it hath been in Danger from Fire and 


Water; and yet living to praiſe the Lord. 
She is not ſo much mine as thine. 


FEBRUARY 15. 1730. 


I have not had Time for putting down my 
Evening Thoughts as uſual. Sometimes 1 
am prevented doing what I would do, thro? 

Indiſpoſitions of Body. Bleſſed be God, that 
inclined me once to improve Health and 
Youth. Though I have it to lament that I 
improved my Time no better, yet I would 
be thankful, I had a Heart given to deſire to 
improve it. I can reflect with ſome Pleaſure, 
when I could redeem Time from Sleep and 
the Diverſions of this World; when my 


Soul followed hard after God, My God, my 


exceeding Joy; when I could call the Sabbath 
my Delight, and long for its Return, I 
would this Evening record it to the Glory of 
free Grace. God hath done that for my 
Soul, for which I ſhall ever praiſe and adore 


his holy Name. I remember thy Kindneſs 


to me in my Youth, that ſo early convin- 
ced me of Sin and Duty, and drew me with 


the Cords of Love. I have not, as too ma- 


ny have, broke my Conſtitution by irregu- 
F lar 


| 
| 
| 
E 
; 
| 


98 AA Extratt of the Diary 

lar Living and finful Courſes ; but the firſt 
Decay I felt was, I believe, from thoſe lively 
Convictions made upon my Conſcience by 
the Spirit of God, which oft ſpent frail Na- 
ture more than hard, bodily Labour; and 
theſe not Terrors, but ſuch Impreſſions as 
quickened to and in Duty, and were after- 
wards more comfortable. Deep Humilia- 
tions I had, which led me on to Conſolations, 
ſuch as were neither few nor ſmall. Such as 
were ſpending to the Body, but ſtrengthening 
to the Soul. I can better think of them than 
expreſs them. Such they are as give Ground 
of Support and Comfort in Proſperity and 
Adverſity ; in Health and Sickneſs, in Life, 
and I truſt will in Death and at Judgment, 
Hath the Lord been thus gracious ? what 
may I not infer and hope for from the Ex- 
perience I have had of the Goodneſs of the 
Lord to me! Surely Goodneſs and Mercy 
will follow me all the Days of my Life. 


Hallelujab. 


OcTOBER 9. 1731. 

Through the Mercy of God my dear 
Spouſe is returned fafe from London, We 
have had a very comfortable Meeting. Many 
Dangers he hath eſcaped, . which have over- 
taken others; to God be ali che Praiſe. He 
was ſeized with Illneſs, when there; but 
through Mercy it was taken off, His Horſe 
fell under him, as he was coming out of 


London, 
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London, but through Mercy no Hurt at all. 


He might have been laid up there with a 


broken Bone; but all his Bones praiſe our 
great and kind Preſerver. He eſcaped the 
Hands of violent, wicked Men, when others 
that lodged in the ſame Inn the fame Night 
he did, fell into their Hands, and were 
robb'd and abuſed. How good is it to pray 


to God, and to put ourſelves under his 
Care! K 


OCTOBER 29. 


J have an awful Providence to record; 


which I would, the Lord aſſiſting me, ob- 
ſerve and improve to his Glory, and my own 
(and others that are moſt nearly concerned) 
ſpiritual Advantage. But O I want Words 
to expreſs our Danger, it was ſo great, and 
God's ſeaſonable Appearance in our Time of 


Need. 


Upon. Wedne/day Morning one o' Clock, 
[October 27. 1731. ] a Fire was diſcovered 
in our Dwelling-Houſe. It pleaſed the infi- 
nitely good God to awake me at that Time. 
I knew. not what Hour it was, nor what I 
heard; had not the leaſt Apprehenſion of 
Fire or any Danger. I heard for ſome Time 
a great ſnapping and crackling, but knew not 
what to make of it. I awoke my dear 
Spouſe, he raiſed himſelf up in his Bed, and 
preſently ſaid it was Fire. He got up in- 
ſtantly and ran ſoon after, and found a dread- 


F 2 | ful 
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ul light Fire burning in the Kitchin Cham- 
ber. One Barrel of dry Fuſtick quite burnt 
down to a great, red, hot Glow ; which had 
ſet another Barrel of Dye-Stuff all in a Flame; 
and the Wall in my Cloſet, which was en- 
cloſed out of that Chamber, on Fire alſo. 
Two Poſts were on Fire, and the Laths were 
ſnapping in a dreadful Manner. This Fire 
had been burning four Hours, and was very 
near kindling in the Roof of the Houſe ; in 
all Appearance would in a quarter of an 
Hour. But our gracious God, that never 
ſlumbers nor ſleeps, awaked me and brought 
us to ſee our Danger; gave my Spouſe Cou- 
rage and Conduct to exert himſelf, He 
fetched Water, and in a. little Time extin- 
guiſhed it. To God alone be the Praiſe. 
We might have loſt our Habitation, a great 
Part of our Subſtance, and Lives too, which 
were in imminent Danger. We have forfeit- 
ed them into the Hands of his Juſtice, and he 
ſeemed to arreſt them; but Mercy moſt 
kindly interpoſed, and faid to the proud, de- 
vouring Flames, Hitherto ye have gone, but 
10 farther. Accept our Tribute of Praiſe, 

We are preparing Songs of Praiſe. We have 
defired our Miniſters and Relations and 
Chriſtian Friends, to come and help us to 
Jove and bleſs the Lord. Lord, help us to 
do it in Sincerity, Humility, and Enlarged- 
neſs of Heart. But why did not the Flames 


prevail and devour? O the tender Compaſ- 
| ſions 


» 
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ſions of a gracious God! Judgment is his 
ſtrange Work ! Methinks the Voice of divine 
Goodneſs has been, How Hall I give thee up, 
poor Family] my Heart is turned within me, 
my Repentings are kindled together. But yet 
for my own Encouragement, I would hum- 
bly hope the poor Prayers and Services per- 
formed in this Place, have a Vein of Sinceri- 
ty running through them, though mixed 
with many Failings; through a dear Re- 
deemer, a gracious God will accept and be 


merciful. This Scripture alſo I look upon 


with Comfort, I will not execute the Fiercenefs 


of my Anger. I will not return to deſtroy 
Ephraim; for I am God and not Man, the * 


ly one of Iſrael in the midſt of thee, and I will 
not enter into the City. Not for, but accord- - 
ing to my Prayers. 


CHAP. XIII. 


Her chung God and rejoicing in him as 
her Portion. 


/ 
FEBRUARY 21. 1731. 


HIS Day I have been attending upon 
God in his Ordinances. I have heard 


of the Effect of worldly Sorrow; what Effect 
Croſſes have upon worldly Hearts. I own 
I have experienced Trials of this Nature; 
and I would humbly hope I have expert- 

ms. enced 
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enced ſuitable Support under them. At ſuch 
a Time I have been enabled to bleſs a taking 
as well as a giving God, What I have heard 
doth much confirm my Hope, that my Por- 
tion is not in this World, becauſe I can find 
I have choſen ſomething better, more ſuitable 
to an immortal Soul ; and that in the Loſs of 


the Riches of this World, I can rejoice in 
God as my Portion, my everlaſting All. 


APRIL 18. 1731. 


Bleſſed be God for this Day's Mercies. I 
have heard ſerious Truths, and hope I in 
Jome Meaſure believe them. This is the Vi- 
Cory that overcometh the World, even our Faith. 
Lord, I believe, help thou my Unbelief. I 


would believe more of the Vanity of this 


World and all its Enjoyments. I would not 
take up with the World for my Portion. 
No! à God for me! O Lord, thou knoweſt 
this is my moſt free, chearful, deliberate, 


delightful, reſolved Choice. Let others take 
the- Riches, the Honours, the Pleaſures of 


this World; Lord, give me the Riches of 


thy Grace, the Treafure of thy Love, the 
Honour of being thy Child, and the Plea- 
fare of Communion with thee, and I have 
enough. 


May 8. 


The Mercies of another Week call for my 
humbleſt Thanks. Bleſſed be God for the 


Covenant 
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Covenant of Grace, that is well ordered and 
ſure. Vell ordered on God's Part for the ſe- 


- curing his own Glory in the Salvation of Sin- 
ners. Well ordered on Man's Part, in pro- 


viding for his Salvation, and Grace ſufficient 
to enable him to come up to the Terms, and 
to enable him to perſevere. His Promiſe is, 
to put his Fear into their Hearts; ſuch a 
holy, religious Fear, as ſhall keep him cloſe 
to God in a Way of Duty. O Lord, I re- 
joice in the Grace in which I ſtand. I hope 
I can ſay through free, rich Grace, I am 
thine : The Lord's Covenant-Servant, and his 
I will be for ever. That Grace that brought 
me into Covenant, will enable' me to hold out 
even to the End. I deſire to take the Com- 
fort of my Covenant-Relation with the great 
God, and I give unto him the Glory of ſove- 
reign Grace. Gracel Grace! free Grace! 
rich Grace! diſtinguiſhing Grace! To thee 
alone be all the Glory. Amen, Amen, 
N. B. There is much more upon this noble 
Subject, ſcattered up and down in the fore- 
going Papers, under various Tilles. 


SHAFT. 
Her Prayer fulneſs, and Prayers heard. 
APRIL 2. 1211. 


EFORE I cloſe up, I would remark. 
one particular Inſtance of God's return- 

ng a gracious Anſwer to my poor Prayers. 
EF 4 ,  .& have 
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1 have obſerved of late, when J have been 
pretty much enlarged in Duties, eſpecially 
on Lord's Days, it hath ſo tired and 
weakened my poor frail Body, that when I 
have come to engage in ſecret Duties in the 
Evening, I have been ſo dull through the 
Sluggiſhneſs of the Body, that I could ſome. 
times do nothing ; have been forced to give 
over, been ready to ſleep at Prayer. I could 
ſay, I humbly hope in Sincerity, that the 
Spirit was willing, though the Fleſh was 
weak. This Morning I earneſtly begg'd of 
God Help againſt this; that he would fo 
enable my Body to bear up, and go through 
with the Work of the Day, that 1 might go 
on without Wearineſs ; and bleſſed be God, 
I have freſh Experience of his hearing my 
poor Prayers, Let this ſtrengthen thy Faith 
and encourage thy Hope. He never in- 
Clines a Soul to ſeek a Bleſſing, but he is 


ready to give it. 


SEPTEMBER 22. 1771. 


This Day I muſt ſay, God is exceeding 
good. I find when God is about to give 

Bleſſings, he doth prepare the Soul, by draw- 
ing it out in earneſt Deſires. An Hour or 
two after my ſecret Duties were over in the 
Morning, I prayed a little again, and hope 
had a ſpeedy Anſwer, for he ſatisfied me with 
his Preſence. O bleſſed be his Name! My 


Heart through divine Goodneſs hath been 
raiſed 


-h 
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raiſed much above the World; and this Day 
as I have been employed about my earthly 
Bufineſs, have had the Tokens of God's Pre- 
ſence, earneſt Longings of Soul after God, 
and more of himſelf, yea, the full Enjoyment 
of God in Glory. 


MARCH 29. 1729. 
This Day we have had ſomething of a fa- 
vourable Turn to our Buſineſs and Trade, 
which looks like an Anſwer to Prayer, We 


have been of late, under Diſcouragements 3 
my Eyes have been up to God, and I hope 


my Heart alſo. I have often ſpread the Cafe 


before the Lord, deſiring to leave myſelf and 
all my Concerns in his Hand, at his Feet ; 


and haſt thou heard my poor Requeſts! O 


accept my ſincere and humble Thanks. 


CHAP. XV. 
Her Refignations to the divine Will. 


FEBRUARY I. 1715. 


Would be entirely reſigned to the whole 
Will of God concerning me; with the 
greateſt Sincerity ſay, ** Here I am, do with 
me, Lord, as ſeemeth beſt in thy Sight. 
„Lord, how thou wilt, what thou wilt; 


el I would be any thing or nothing, ſo God 


may be glorified.” O that in all I do and 
all that befalls me, God may be pleaſed with 
| F 5 - me 
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me and glorified by me. I bleſs God it is not 
the great Things of this World that I aim at. 


0 No, I am rather afraid of them, leſt I ſhould 


be enfnared by them. It is not the Riches, 
Honours, Pleaſures of this Life, that can 
make me happy. If God ſhould bid me 
chuſe for myſelf what Condition to be in, 
whilſt ! in this Life, I would beg leave to re- 
fer it to him. I hope I can, I hope I have 
with abundant Satisfaction, left myſelf and 
all my Concerns in the Hand of God, and 
can in ſome Meaſure confide in his Love, 
Wiſdom and Care of me; yea, his Truth 
and Faithfulneſs; of which I muſt own I 
have had rich and large Experience. I can, 
I] do ſometimes, reflect with a great deal of 
Pleaſure, and call to Mind his gracious 
Dealings with me in his Providence; ſome- 
times preventing, at another Time directing, 
and Aways deſigning me good. Tea, when 
he hath been croſſing my Will, yet even 
then, his Path towards me hath been Mer- 
cy and Truth ; and made thoſe very Things, 
| which I have been ready to ſay unbelieving- 
ly, make againſt me, to bring me neareſt 
to God. Shall I not then rely upon him at 
all Times! His own Word of Promiſe is my 
Support and Encouragement. They that wait 
upon the Lord ſhall want no good Thing, and 
they that ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God and his 
Righteouſneſs, all other Th vings ſhall be added to 
them, 
| Ar RI 
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APRIL 14. 1729. 

This Day five Years I did experience much 
of the Goodneſs of M in a Time of Need. 
I was delivered of this Child, which through. 
the Goodneſs of God is yet continued to us.. 
J would this Evening preſent it a living Sa- 
crifice to the Lord; O may it be acceptable 
through the Beloved. T would look upon 
the Child as only lent to us. May we be 


faithful in training it up for God. I would 


not be over- ſollicitous how it ſhall be diſpo- 
fed of in the World; but would be ſeriouſly 
deſirous to engage the Lord to be her God, 
her Father and Friend, and then it will be 


well with her here and hereafter. He hath 


been my God and my Guide from my. Youth, 


up. T would leave myſelf and mine, at the 


Footſtool of divine Grace; chearfully reſign- 
ing myſelf and all I call mine, to his all-wiſe 
Diſpoſals, confiding in his Wiſdom, Love 
and Care, and aiming at his Glory. 


FEBRUARY 27, 1737. 
This Day there are to be buried out of one 


Houſe, two Children of the Small-Pox.. Of 


what Cauſe have I to be thankful that my 
dear Child is brought through that Diſtem- 


per, which is ſo dangerous, and proves fatal 


to ſo many! But yet I would not forget ſhe 
is a dying Creature; Death is ſtill in Purſuit: 
of her, and how ſoon it may overtake her 


and 
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and take the Delight of our Eyes away, God 


only knows. I hope I have been enabled 


ſincerely to devote her to God, to be ſaved 


by him in his own Way; yea, and (if my own 


Heart doth not much deceive me) to be diſ- 
* of by him, as he pleaſeth, both as to 

ife and Death. I know whenever the Lord 
calls me out to bear ſuch a Trial, it will be 
hard Work; but if he proportion my 
Strength to my Trial, I ſhall not faint. I 
would not diſtreſs myſelf with the Thoughts 
of what I may never live to ſee nor bear; 
neither would I be ſtupid or ſecure ; but, the 
Lord enabling me, endeavour after an entire 


Reſignation to the divine Will concerning me 


and mine. Lord, help me, for of myſelf I 


can do nothing. 1 d heartily deſire a hum- 


ble, meek, quiet Spirit, under all the Diſ- 


penſations of a wiſe and gracious God: M ay 


I not ſay, My God, my Father ! he is my 


- God, and I will exalt him by a humble Sub- 


miſſion and chearful, entire Reſignation. 


1 
Her cloſing one Year, and beginning another, 
$. 1. New Year's Days Papers. * 


JANUARY I, 1730, 


Am now come to the Beginning of ano- 
ther Year. How many of my Neigh- 


bours and Acquaintance have been removed 


.# See Chap. vii. 3. this 
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this laſt Year, that were as likely to be alive 
now, as I was the Beginning of this laſt 
Year! They are taken, and I am left yet upon 


Trial. I have been this Day called to make 
my Choice, Chuſe you this Day whom-you will 


ſerve, I humbly hope I have been enabled 


long ago, to chuſe the Lord to be my God, 
my Portion, my everlaſting All. I rejoice 
in the Grace in which I ſtand, and in the 


Choice I have been enabled to make. I 


deſire in the moſt ſincere and ſolemn Man- 
ner, to renew my Choice, and ſtand to my 
former. O Lord, I am, I will be thine; 
thine in Sincerity, and thine for ever, 

I would lament the Sins of the laſt Year, 
and beg Pardon for Jeſus ſake. I fly to the 
rich Atonement of thy Son's Blood, and lay 
this guilty Soul at thy Feet, crying, God be 


merciful to me a Sinner. 


I would with my whole Soul bleſs God 
for the. Mercies of this laſt Year, and fay, 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, who 4hath 


crowned this Year alſo with his loving Kind- 


neſs, and made me experience his tender 
Mercies, as they have been ever of old. 
Come, love the Lord, O my Soul. | 


JANUARY I. 1732. 


Through the ſparing Mercy of God to- 
wards me, I am brought to the Beginning of 
another Year. It is a Mercy denied to ma- 


ny, How many hath the Grave encloſed. 


this 


_— 
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this laſt! yet I am the Living to praiſe the 
Lord; and I would praiſe him with my 
whole Heart. The Mercies.of the Year have 
been innumerable ; they exceed the Hairs of 
my Head. I would lament the Sins of the 
Year paſt. How much precious Time have 
I loft, that is now paſt recalling! how ma- 
ny Opportunities have I loſt of getting and 
doing good! Lay-not the Sins of the Year 
to my Charge. There is Forgiveneſs with 
thee. Take away Iniquity, receive me gra- 
ciouſly, love me freely, for thy own Name's 
fake, for thy Son's fake, in whom alone I 
truſt. 

I know not but my laſt Vear may now 
be come. Well then, if it ſhould be ſo, 
O my Soul, canſt thou hope the Time of 
thy Redemption draws nigh! Bleſſed be 
God for a comfortable Hope through Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


8. 2. The Return of ber Modding Da). 


DECEMBER 13. 1728. 


*T hl Day we have been joined in this near 
and dear Relation 13 Years. Upon the Re- 
turn of the Day, I have been making ſome 
Reflections, and find much Cauſe for Shame 
and deep Humiliation in the. Senſe of my 
great Unfaithfulneſs and Unfruitfulneſs to- 
wards God, and in the Station in which the 

Providence of God hath ſet, and ſtill through 
ſparing 
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ſparing Mercy continues me. I would pray, | 
God be merciful to me a Sinner. And as m 
Sins are many and great, ſo the Mercies of 
the Lord are numberkeſs. Thofe of this 
Year exceed Thought, I would this Even- 
ing ſet up my Stone of Remembrance. 


DECEMBER 13. 1729. 


This Evening I have been reflecting upon 
this Day 14 Years, when the Providence of 
God brought us into this dear Relation of 
Huſband and Wife. Great Cauſe I have to 
lament that I. have. no better filled up my 
Place with uſeful Service. I would take 
Shame and lie low; and beg Pardon for my 
dear Redeemer's ſake. 

I would alſo call to Mind ſome of the very 
many Mercies I have enjoyed. How many 
Evils hath the Lord kept me from, which 
have overtaken others! We have had our Dif- 
ficulties, but God hath graciouſly ſupported * 
us. Sometimes Loſſes have been our Exer- 
ciſe; but our gracious Father hath been with 
us in ſix Troubles, and in ſeven he hath not 
withdrawn his Arm. We have not increaſed 
indeed, as ſome others; but we have wanted 
no g00d thing. Nothing ſo much as thank- 
ful Hearts and improving Spirits. And 
what a Shame is it, that they have been 
wanting! We have not increaſed in our Fa- 
mily; our tender Branches have been broken 
off, as they ſprang from us. But we have 


one 
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one yet continued to us; a pleaſant, hopeful 
and tender Child it is; bleſſed be our graci- 
ous God. O that our Imael may live in 
thy Sight! Haſt thou not ſaid, I will be the 
God of thy Seed alſo! 

Bleſſed be God, we are yet a Family, not 
broken up by Death, nor any other diſtreſſing 
Providence, as 1s the Caſe of many at this 
Day. I know not what another. Year may 
be to us; it may be the parting Year, O 
that will be an awful Time, whenever it 
comes, both to that which goes and that 
which is left. Bleſſed God, prepare us. O 
may we at laſt meet, where we ſhall never 
part. | | 

DECEMBER 13. 1731. 


This Day 16 Years ago, the Providence 
of God brought us into the conjugal Rela- 
tion. Goodneſs and Mercy have followed 
me every Year and every Day. How ma- 
ny Mercies hath he beſtowed! how many. 
Evils prevented! we are till a Family, in 
the Enjoyment of forfeited Mercies. I can- 
not enumerate thoſe of one Day, of one 
Year, much leſs the Mercies of 16 Years. 
What ſhall I render! Particularly I would 
here record the great Deliverance we had this 
Year from Fire. This might. have been a 
remarkable Year, on Account of the ſad 
Deſolations made upon us! But our God was 
the God of Salvation to us. Our Habitation 

| * 
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is ſtill ſtanding, and we in the comfortable 


. Enjoyment of it. 


C H AP. XVII. 


Her Temptations and Victory. 
No Date. 


HEN a poor Soul is made truly "ny 
ſible of its miſerable Condition, 
while a Slave to Satan, and therefore reſol- 


ved to abandon his Service, and in good ear- 


neſt chuſe another Maſter, the Devil does 
many Times violently aſſault ſuch a Soul; 
but happy thoſe that are enabled by Grace 
to vanquiſh. 

One Time I ontniiahins;; about two Days 
aſter I had-renewed my Covenant at that 
ſolemn Ordinance of the Lord's Supper, Sa- 
tan ſet upon me, preſenting the World to 
my Thoughts, telling me that I need not tie 
up myſelf to ſo ſtrict a Courſe of Life; that 
I might let out my Heart ſometimes ; that 
others did, and might do well enough. I -was 
much diſturbed. at theſe Thoughts, and re- 
plied, ** But can the World afford me any 
*« ſuch Pleaſure as the Service of God, 
“ and the Meditation of his Love and 
Grace?” The Temptation was {till contt- 
nued ; but I replied, ** If others do mind 
„ the World, I have need to redeem my 
Time, for I have loſt more than others, 


and I muſt work to _ whilſt it is call- 


* 
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* ed to Day, for the Night cometh when 
* no Man can work.” I remember I was 
enabled to lift up my Heart to God for 
Strength. Still Satan was buſy, but I was 
enabled to reply, Sure I cannot, I will 
not be ſo ungrateful to my dear Lord, 
*© when he hath been ſo amazingly kind to 
«© me, as 1. had Experience fo lately.” I 
* feared my Will was in all this, which 
grieved me the more. | 
As ſoon as I could, I retired to find what 
was the Matter, that I that ſo lately was rea- 
dy to ſay, I had done with the World as to 
placing my Happineſs in it, ſo that I thought 
I could freely have bid an eternal farewell to 
it, if it had pleaſed the Lord, ſhould now 
ſuſpe& my Sincerity, and fear that what I had 
done, was done in Hypocriſy. I hereupon 
endeavoured to enquire into that, and I hope 
my Heart did not deceive me; I thought I 
could diſcern my Sincerity ſtil] in the main. 
I then renewed a Form of Covenant, that I 


had wrote out ſome Years before; I cannot 


deny, but that I found my Heart, as far as 
I knew it, truly willing to ſtand to it, the 
Lord enabling me. Herein I have Reaſon 
to hope, that .the Lord aſſiſted me to over- 


come this great Temptation. Then I went 


to Prayer, and O! how was I aſſiſted in it! 
how good was God to my Soul! may J 
never forget it. I hope I did then in an 
actual Manner devote myſelf to the _ 
1 
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and reſolve to take faſter hold of him, and 
beg farther Strength to reſiſt all ſuch wicked 
Motions and Suggeſtions. God graciouſly 
did help me, and gives me great Encourage- 
ment in all my Diſtreſſes to go- to him for 
Help. What Peace and Satisfaction did I 
find in my Soul afterwards! I am ready to 
hope Satan hath got nothing- by his Temp- 
tation; but that the Lord hath enabled me to 
live more above the World, than ever in my 


_ «Life, I do here record this to humble me 


for my Vileneſs, and yet excite Thankful- 
nels for God's ſeaſonable Appearance to me 
in this Time of my Need. Had God left me + 
to grapple with the Temptation in my own 
Strength, what had become of me! but ado- 
red be free Grace, that came to my Relief. 
O that God would ſtill make good that 
Promiſe to me, that his Strength ſhall be 
made perfect in my Weakneſs, Amen, 


Amen. 2 


C HAP. XVII. 


Divine Manifeſtations and Withdrawment, 


and her Frame under them. 
No Date. 


Would not forget how ſignally the Lord 
hath appeared to me, in affording me 
many (I hope) Conſolations of his Spirit. O 
how ſweet have I found God in ſecret Pray- 


er and Meditation! therein I muſt ſay, I 


have 
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have found it good to draw nigh to God; 
how to expreſs it I know not: but ſure I 
am, it was moſt ſweet to my Soul. One 
Time particularly, 1 remember in Prayer 
my - Spirits were overwhelmed with Fears 
about the State of my Soul. I think it 
was about two Days before a Sacrament, 
and I was praying hard that I might be 
truly humbled for Sin; at laſt my Spirit 
was revived, my Soul raiſed to ſuch a Frame, 
that I could do nothing but admire free » 
Grace. I cannot expreſs what Conſolations 
I felt after Soul- Humblings. God doth not 
break the Heart and then leave it; no, he 
always binds it up; he heals as well as 
wounds. This alſo I would record to the 
Glory of God, and for the Encouragement 
of my Soul. The Sacrament after, God was 
pleaſed graciouſly to aſſiſt me, in drawing out 
my Deſires after him, and revealing himſelt 
to me. So ſweet it was, that I could ſay, 
It. was good to be here;” and I could 
have been contented to have parted with all 
that was near and dear to me in the World, 
to have always been ſo engaged ; I could 
then have been glad, I thought, to have 

been looſed from the Body, that my Soul 
might have been for.ever at Liberty to have 
dwelt in ſuch Enjoyments. O that I might 
never forget what I enjoyed at that Sacrament, 
and the Week following ; ſure it was ſome- 

. thing of Heaven, it was ſo ſweet, O Lord 
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my God, give out more ſuch Manifeſtations 
of thyſelf to my Soul, that may make me 
long more for the full Enjoyment of thee in 
Glory. O! if the little Diſcoveries thou art 
pleaſed to make of thyſelf to my Soul, now 
my Capacities are ſo ſtraitned, are ſo ſweet, 
how ſweet will it be, when thou ſhalt enlarge 
my Soul, to receive all that thou wilt give, 
and my Soul ſhall be filled as full of thy 
Glory as it can hold! But why me, Lord, 
why me, ſo unworthy, and who have deſer- 
ved to be in Hell ſo many thouſand Times ! 
Even ſo, Father, becauſe it ſeemed good in 
thy Sight. Hallelujah. "7 hots 


N. B. More of theſe divine Diſcoveries may 
be found ſcattered up and down through 
* theſe Papers. | 


Some Time ſince I was in great Diſtreſs in 
a Senſe of God's withdrawings, and my Want 
of thoſe ſenſible Enjoyments of him and his 


comfortable Preſence, which I had ſome Ex- 


perience of, I humbly hope, ſome time before. 
This was upon a Humiliation- Day, TI 


' mourned, I wept, I prayed, but ftill I was 


greatly diſtreſſed. I thought I could have 
done any thing, parted with any thing, ſo I 
might but enjoy my Lord. I thought I 
could have been content to have parted with 
the neareſt and deareſt Enjoyments and Re- 
lations, ſo J might but enjoy his Preſence, 

_ Nay, 
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Nay, I could have been willing to have 
gone to the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth, and 
have dwelt in a Cave, fo I might have had 
thoſe ſenſible Enjoyments I defired. Under 
my Diftreſs I could not but think honoura- 
bly of God, and believe he had wiſe and 
gracious Ends in all his Dealings; and that 
it was for my Refining and not for my Ru- 
in, I endeavoured to call to Mind his 
gracious Promiſes, that Whom he loves, 
he loves unto the End.” I find when a 
Perſon is under Diſtreſs upon Soul-Accounts, 
then is a Time to ſearch the Scriptures ; 
and God is pleaſed many Times to preſent and 
apply ſome ſuitable Word, to the removing 
of the Doubts, and ſtrengthening the Faith 
of that Perſon. 1 

In my Diſtreſs I took my Bible, and read 
the 40th of Jaiab; and when I came to the 
three laſt Verſes, He giveth Power to the 
Faint, and to them that, &c. the Lord was 
leaſed to make this a very comfortable 

ord; it ſupported my Faith, and made 
me reſolve in the Strength of divine Grace, 
to go on in Duty, and humbly depend upon 
him for the fulfilling of his gracious Pro- 
miſes to my Soul. I hoped I could look 
upon him as my God, ſtill in Covenant, and 
was reſolved to go and throw myſelf down 
at his Footſtool, and plead his Faithfulneſs. 
O! methought the having to do with a faith- 


ful God, was a great Support to me; this 
1 Attribute 
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Attribute ſhone very brightly in my Eyes 


and God was pleaſed to come in ſeaſonably. 
I was ready to ſay, I had fainted unleſs I 
had believed. 


CHAP. XIX. 
Her Converſe with Eternity, and Prepa- 


ration for it. 


JANUARY 23. 1729. 


NE Day more to account for! O my 
Soul, what haſt thou done this Day, 

in order to thy giving up thy Accounts com- 
fortably! O awful Thought! to ſtand before 
an impartial Judge, to receive my eternal 
Sentence! O Eternity! Eternity! how valt 
is the Thought! how ſoon am I loft in, the 
Meditation of it! Eternal Happineſs! eternal 
Miſery! how inconceivable are they? I am 
near to one of theſe States, and I do loiter and 
trifle ſtill! O for a ſtrong and lively Faith to 
realize and bring near theſe inviſible Reali- 
ties! O my Soul how is it with thee! haſt 
thou made ſure Work for Eternity? I charge 
thee turn in and enquire what Change thou 
canſt experience. Thou art by Nature a 
Child of Wrath even as others; it is Jeſus 
that delivers thee from Wrath to come. 
Haſt thou, O my Soul, out of a Senſe of 
thy Sin and Miſery, and deſpairing of Help 


in n any other, fled to and laid hold of Chriſt Je- 


ſus, 


—- 


0 
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ſus, as the only City of Refuge, and accept= 
ed him as Lord and Saviour, and given up 


thyſelf chearfully, | heartily and entirely to be 
the Lord's! reſolving to abide by his Merits, 


and truſt to his Mercy ; rejoicing in the Pro- 
viſion he hath made for Sinners, for poor re- 
penting Sinners. I hope he hath made me as 
willing to be made holy here, as happy 
hereafter. Is not Holineſs my Choice, and 
I hope in ſome Meaſure my Delight 


_FeBRUARY 4. 1729, 
Brought through another Day in Safety 


and much Mercy! O that I could converſe 


more with the inviſible Realities of the up- 
per, better World! but alas what a Stranger 
am I to that noble Life! how am I enſlaved 
to the Things of Time and Senſe! O that I 
could look upon myſelf as a Stranger here. 
My Soul, this World is not thy Home; be 
wiſe in time, and prepare to go hence. Lay 
up a good Foundation againſt the Time to 
come. O deareſt Lord, raiſe this dead Heart, 
give it a lift; ſet it upon the Wings of Faith 
and Love! O let this be the Victory that 
overcometh the World, even my Faith, 


MAV 17. 


I have been viſiting an aged Chriſtian . 


Friend, that is come almoſt to the laſt Day 
of his Life, old Mr. Taylor ; he is longing to 
be gone, to be joined to the Saints above. 


O that | 
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O that I may be looking more! above, and 
by Faith be aſrending after my glorified 
Friends, and be more longing to aſcend to 
my glorious Lord and Redeemer l. O what a 
joyful Meeting will it be for the Saints above! 
My Souls ok leſs to the Things which arg . 
ſeen and temporal, and mote to che Things. « 
hh are not ſeen and ang een. 
- 71.1 11 82 11 fe 3}V CI 5 

is. I haye acologs * 

1 Fi th ſeen. —— our Nei many e e carried 1 
12 Grave, who died in the nidſt of his Days. 
A gteat Loſs to his Family! I hear of ano- 
ther that lies ſpeechleſs, — the Bell is toll- 
ing for another; and I have been juſt viſiting 
— hier, that ſeems upon the very Border of 
Eternity. O who would not be up and do- 


nir while Time, and Health, and Eaſe doth 


3 is the Time to ſerve the Lord, , 
"The Time t inſure the great Rewards, "oh 
And while the Lamp bolds ont to burn, 

"The vileſt Sinner may return. 


IS · 


11 V3: —4 


re 10 


re 


R 


1 have ät this Time ſome Return of my. 
feveriſh Diſorder ; how it may be with me, 
I 'know not; I am in the Hands of a good 

n and a gracious God, may I i my God, 

my Covenant-God and Father! Lord, here 


| 
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12 —— — — 4 


of the Sons of God. He hath begun 


NOVENM DER 12. | 
This Evening I have been attending a 
Neighbour's Child to the Grave; and have 
thereby been led near the Place whets my 
dear and honoured Father and Mother and 
eldeſt Brother lay. I could not but turn and 
ſtay a little to view their Graves; it hath 
pretty much affected me. They were each 
of them lovely and pleaſant in their Lives, 
and no leſs uſeful. O that we who. are their 
near Relatives might follow them, as far as 
they followed Jeſus Chriſt! They have run 
their Race, have finiſhed their Courfe, and 
are now, through free Grace, receiving theit 


Reward. 0 my Soul, ſhake off thy oth, 


and now give all Diligence 
eternal 'Happinefs ſafeQ. 
15 May 16. 1714.. 

This Day 4 Years ago, my dear and ho- 
noured Father took. flight and-departed this 
Life in Peace and Joy, He had in ſome 
good Meaſure of Sincerity, done the Will of 
God, and ſerved his Generation; lived to ſee 
his Children's Children to his great Comfort: 
and now he is where he would be, ſerving 


to make thy 


God in a perfect Manner. Whilſt here, he 


groaned under the Remainders of Sin, but 
now he is brought into the glorious ee 
| 48: 
keeping an eternal Sabbath with his Lord and 
Maſter, whoſe Work was his moſt delightful 

| E _ Employ- 
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Employment, while here on Earth. Hapf 
Soul! near and like thy God! for ever wit 
the Lord! It is M ter of Lamentatiom that 
his Place for uſeful is not filled up. 
O how doth Religion ſeem to die with our 
Fathers! what Cauſe have we to cry out, 
My Father, my Father, the Chariots of Erael, 


— Hor emin thereof, s en 1 
r 
Her Longings after Glory. © 


Avecusr 1714. 


TERE I live in a vain, 8 &. 
verting, diſtracting World! To my 
Shime 1 muft own, I have been too much 
diverted by it; to the wretched Negle& of 
God, my Soul, and the glorious World a- 
bove. But now, through Grace, I can fee 
ſomething of the Emptineſs of it. I find by 
my own. ence, we enjoy this World 


beſt, when we keep at the greateſt Diſtance 


from it, and look upon it with a holy Indif- 
ference. O my Soul, - doſt thou not pant af- 
ter Holineſs, before all the Enjoyments of 
this World! I had rather be holy than rich 
and honourable in the World; and perfect 
Holinefs is that which I live in the Hopes 
of. To be perfectly holy here, I muſt not ex- 

but this is a "Happineſs well worth dy- 
ing for: The Apprehenfions of the Glory of 
Heaven, and the' — of the Saints a- 


bove, 
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hove, make me pretty much 1 to 

the Stroke of Death. Bleſſed be God that 

Fa me to converſe with it, with ſo much 
SOD 


in my own Mind. I humbly hope the 

Sting of Death is taken away, ſo that it can 

do me no Hurt ;.. Chriſt bY) dying, hath over- 

come Death; and .. 

Since none can ſee bis 333 hoe, 4 han 
For me io die i bs 09h 


I bleſs God I can 'hink of 1 it with Com- 
fort; nay ſometimes my Frame is ſuch, as 
makes me willing to run the Race ſet before 
me, whether of doing or ſuffering. ; I hope 
I can fay, ER YT oe igned to 

the whole Will of God]; but ng I find 
it the hardeſt Work in the World to be will- 
wg to ſtay here, on this Side the full, eter- 
inal and uninterrupted Sight, and Enjoyment 
of God. Many Times when I think my 
Time is ſhort, and Death is near, my Heart 
grill, as it were, leap for Joy. I bleſs God, 
my preſent Frame is agreeable to what I here 
expreſs, and ſo it hath been for the moſt part 
for ſome Years paſt ; though it is not _ I 


have thought fit to expreſs to many. 
1 bleſs God, 1 can part with this World; 


there 1s nothing in it I much value; my 
near Relations are deareſt to me; but yet 
they are nothing if compared with Chriſt, 
whom I love above Life. I know not how 
it wall be. with me, when I come to die; I 


believe 


ch 
he 
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believe my Comforts depend much upon the” 
Influences of the Spirit; if he will pleaſe to 
ſmile, nothing can caſt me down. Dear 
Lord, ſtrengthen my Faith, inflame my 


Love, confirm my Hopes, increaſe my Hu- 


mility, —— me for Heaven apace. Tet a 


little while, and he that ſhall come, will 


come, and will not tarry. Even ſo come, 


Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 


MA 1716. 


I bas this Day been hearing of Heaven 
and the Felicity of the Saints above. O hap- 


py State ! Bleſſed are they that are there. 
Heaven is a holy Place, and that makes it 


moſt deſirable wo — Are rs 
yet. rejoice, in Hope of that Ha and 
this Day have had ſome longing Deſires 
to be there, and with Submiſſion to _ Will 
of. God that it may not be long. To depart 


and be with Chriſt is far better than all the 
Enjoyments of this Life, - I-bleſs God I am 


comfortably ſettled, and very y in 
many Ref But this is not my Reſt, it 
is defiled. How gladly could I leave it all 
behind! When I at any time ſeriouſly thin 
Death may not be far off, I have pleaſing 


Thoughts, and it tends very much to take 
my Affections from this vain World; ” 7” + 


January 4 17% %½%/ 


Therefore it is of Faith, that it maybe of 


Grace, From theſe Words I have heard two 
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Phe Lord hach 


I [Dying Boprafins 


excellent Diſcourſes this Day. Bleſſed be 
Cod for Jrſus Chriſt. I hope I am united to 
him py A dively Faith, and intereſted in his 
Merits and Satisfaction, and through him can 
look up with Boldneſs and — I long 
to get nearer to my Lord, and to be made 
mote . ne him. How happy the 
Saints above] how active their State ! free 
from all thoſe ſad Clogs and Interruptions 
which I meet with. O my Soul, hold on, 
watch and pray, and continue the Conflict yet 
a little longer, and thy Work will be over. 
promiſed that, Where he 


46 is, there ſhall alſo his Servants be.“ To 
be with the Lord! O what is chat! to be 
near und like my God! O happy Time! O 
bleſſed Day When, O when ſhall it once 
yy ee Lord Jeſas. come Jem: 


T N * LEST: 


c 7500 r SM AN, 
Auring the few Days F ber loft Sick- 
75 9 ſhe tied, OR: 31. 173 f. 


— oy þ ber Servant wp e 


oo... Ent. 


HE Wierer God i in che Death 
and Removal of my dear Miſtreſs, 
feerns to call on me to make ſome Remarks 


5 mae 1 was Eye and ee. which 
5 I hope 
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I hope may be of Uſe to myſeif and many 

ochers. Her Words were very affecting to 

me, and I hope a Rehearſal of them may 

be be fo to thoſe into whoſe. Flaach _ 254 
come. 

From the Time of 5 Grit Gabun ubick⸗ 

was in the Evening of October the 26th, ſhe 

was exerciſed with very violent Pains; wich⸗ 

out any Intermiſſion till her Death; ſuch as 

ſhe would oſten ſay, ſhe thought ſhe chuld 

not have born; but ſaid ſne, God is good, 

« verily he is good to me, I have found him 


* a good and gracious God to me all my 
% Days.” Once I. the would have 


ſunk away under her Pains, they were Jo ex- 
treme and overwhelming ; but by and hy re- 
covering, ſhe brake out into theſe Words, 
* ** God is good, I have found him ſo, and 
though he ſlay me, yet I will truſt in him. 

** Theſe Pains make me to love my Pord 
£ Jeſus the better; Ol they put me in Mind 
* what'he ſuffered for me, to purchaſe Sal- 
vation for my poor Soul?“ b. Þ 
I do believe 1 e had ſenſible Manifeftations 
of the Love of God, under her: 
Trials; for ſhe would often cry out, “ Why 
% me, Lord, why me, the greateſt af Sin- 
ners why me that ſoot! it out ſo long 
againſt the rich Offers of thy: Grace and 
ec the kind Invitations of the Goſpel! How 
* many Helps and Means have I enjoyed 
« more than many others, yea, above the 
G 4 moſt! 


128 n BN 


& + had a religious Father ** Mo- 


ii ther, and I had Acceſs to dear Mr. Sig 


© bury, to whom I could often and Geely: 
I have lived in a gold- 
© en Age; I have lived in peaceable Times, 


open my Mind. 


**- wherein I have enjoyed great Advantages 
and Helps for Communion with God, and 
the Peace of my own Mind; for which 1 
*© owe. my gracious God and: Father more 
** Praiſes than Words can expreſs. - Bleſs 
** the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is 
* within me, ; bleſs his holy Name. Bleſs 
the Lord, O my Soul, and forget not all, 


% nor any oh his Benefits. She would aſten 
ay, ſhe — not find Words to expreſs the 


nnn e e 


and manifold; 
- I then faid, Miſtreſs, a thankful Heart 


; never wants Mercies to be thankful for; to 
which ſhe replied, She muſt own ſhe had been 


fame Time ſhe muſt own to the Praiſe of his 
glorious Grace, that God had dealt very fa- 
miliarly with her in many and frequent In- 
| — from her Youth up. 

1 aſked her how old ſhe was, when the 
Work of Grace began to be wrought in her 
Soul? To which ſhe replied,: that when ſhe 
was but Ten Years old, it pleaſed God by his 
Spirit ſometimes to ſet in with the Word, 


and ſerious Impreſſions were made in her 


Sad but after a whule * 


very ungrateful to her good God, and at the 
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and then ſhe was left under great Trouble and 
Diſtreſs; and then ſometimes had ſome Re- 
vivings, and faid ſhe, I could not then open 
my Mind to any body; and thus it was with 
me till I was almoſt thirteen; and then one 
Lord's Day dear Mr. Spil/bury in preaching, 
was very preſſing on us to cloſe with Chriſt 3 
and he ſaid, Do it now, before it be too 
late. Nay, go Home and ſpread) of 
Sins before the Lord; confeſs that you 
* ſinned and done very wickedly ; Jie he befor 
„ him in Duſt and Aſhes, and then 

*« yourſelves to him without Delay; 57 4 
« I will do it ſome time, but do it now this 
Night. Thoſe of you that can write, go 
„and ſet it down in writing, that from 
e this Time you are and will be the Lord's.” 
She ſaid that ſhe did accordingly, and from 
that Time ſhe hoped the good Work went on 
proſperouſly. 

She ſaid, ſhe could reflect with great Com- 
fort and Satisfaction on thoſe Days of Faſting 
and Prayer, and Covenanting with God in Se- 
cret, which ſhe ſometimes religioufly kept in 
her Youth, when her Father and Mother 
were ſometimes gone from Home, -ant fh the 
thought it would not be obſerved And. 
thoſe Mornings, ſaid ſhe, when ] roſe ſo early 
to pray to God and converſe with him, how 
they yield me great Pleafure upon a Review. 
There has been many a folemn Tranſaftion 
between God and my Soul, when others were 
CW O! thoſe former Experiences now 

G5 yield 


e — Ehret 
lier Bom iert on a fick and (for ought 
2 Aying Bed 3 and if Death ſhould 
now. coine armed; with all its Terrors, I am 
not. e O let all know am not a- 
fraid-of- Death, But the Pains of dying may 
be terrible, 1 know not yet what that will be. 
a Whenany were weeping and mourning 
ve her, ſhe would ſay, ©* Weep not for 
me, it is the Will of God, therefore be 
& Content; it is the Will of-God, If it may 
obe for his Honour and Glory, he will 
% pare me à little longer; if not, I am 
* Wholly refigned to the e Will of God; Jam 
e to ſtay here, as long as he has do- 
ing. or ſuffering Work for me; and I am 
5 willing to go, if it is my Father's good 
* N therefore be content, and ſay, It 
«© is the Loyd, tet him do what ſeemeth him 
5 LS . 

She ſaid, ſhe could part with. all that was 
dear- te her here, to go to Chriſt ; it is hard 
Work: indeed to part with my dear Huſband 3 
Ke has been a faithful, and a loving, tender 
Huſband to me, the Lord reward him for it; 
-and it is hard parting with my dear Child; I 
hope the Seeds of Grace are already ſown in 
ter Heart; the Lord cheriſh, and cultivate 
them, that ſhe may be a Comfort to her Fa- 
ther, when I am dead and gone. I chear- 
fully reſign them to God, I have done with 
them, and heartaly., commend them to his 
Care, who is able to keep them from fall- 
ing, and 1 truſt wil do! it; and now I _ 
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that thoſe 1 love beſt, 


i may be kept out of 
4 my Sight, for I have done with them, and 
n can chearfully leave the deareſt Creature-En- 
1 joyments to go to Chriſt. 
y She then took hold of my Hand, and ſaid, 
e. I wiſh thee well, and ſo l have ever ſince 1 
g knew you; and 1 look upon your coming 
Ir into my Service as an Anſwer to my poor 
e Prayers. I love thee very well, and hope 
y you will do well; I have been conſtant and 
11 earneſt in my Prayers to God for you; I in- 
m treat and charge you, keep cloſe to God; 
m never turn aſide from him; this is my dying 
0. Advice, keep cloſe to God and he will keep 
m cloſe to you; and now I commend you all to 
4 the Care of one whom I can with Comfort 
It call, My God, my true and faithful Gad. 
m To one that came to her Bed-Side (A. B.) 
ſhe ſaid, O work while it is called to Day, 
as for the Night cometh, wherein none can 
rd work; prepare for Sicknefs, for you know 
1 not how ſoon it may overtake you. Take 
er my dying Advice, get an Intereſt in Chriſt 
ty by Repentance and Faith, and get ready for 
I Death, for it may come at an Hour, that 
in you thinlc net of. It will come upon you 
ate ready or unready in a little Time; but keep 
a- cloſe to God, and all will be well. 
ar- To another Gentlewoman that came to ſee 
ith her ſhe: did, Couſin, I think 1 ſhall be 
his dead, and now what a Comfort is it that 
1. Jam not afraid of Death! the Blood of 
Ire &--Chrift cleanſeth me from all Sin. But 


hat miſtake | 


| Dying: Repiſont | 
* Ss aa there muſt be a Life and 
** Converſation agreeable to the Goſpel, or 
** elſe our Faith in Chriſt is a dead Faith. 
Secure Chriſt for your Friend; ſet not 
s your Heart on Things below; Riches and 
* Honours, and what the World call Plea- 
ſures are all fading, periſhing Things.“ 

dhe then threw out her Hand and ſaid, O 
«if I had Thouſands and ten Thouſands of 
Gold and Silver lying by me, what could 
they do for me, now I am dying? 
Therefore take the Advice of a dying 
* Friend that wiſhes' you well, do not ſer 


K your Affections on Riches, or any thing 


here below; get Chriſt for your Friend, 
and then you need not be afraid of Death. 
Remember Death will come, whether you 
are ready or unready, willing or un willing, 
in a little while. 1 commend you to 
« God. I wiſh you well, and hope in a lit- 
e tle while we ſhall meet again in Heaven, 
«* that Place of perfect Happineſs, Pleaſure, 
«Reſt and Joy. : To live well is the way to 
die well. I can look back on former Ex- 
Kere and fetch Comfort thence, now 
1 in my dying Moments. It is worth while 
to be religious; to be ſeeking early after 
« Chriſt and Grace; and for your Comfort 
know he ſtands ready even now to receive 
you, if you are but willing to cloſe with 
him on the Terms of the Goſpel; then he 
« * be your Lord and ivur., 5 in 
' «ec Ve 
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e Love with your Huſband; walk together 
in Love, and put each other on to get rea- 
* dy for Death. Farewell, for I am going 
e the way of all the Earth.” T 
Once when there was ſome Remiſſion 
— her Pain, ſhe ſaid, that when ſhe was 
under the ſharpeſt Pains, ſhe endeavonred. to 
keep up and maintain high and honourable 
Thoughts of God and his Goodneſs, and. fo 
ſhe would to her Life's End, Ons his 
Grace aſſiſting. And having hold on 
Hand ſhe ſaid. Keep cloſe to God; Tt 
] ſhall not be long — you, but Ale my 
„dying Advice, keep cloſe to God, and go 
© on in the way you have begun, and the 
Lord keep thee from falling. I think we 
© ſhall not be long converſing together here; 


6 get ready for Death, that when it comes, 


« it may find you ready, come when it. will; 3 
that in the other World we may meet 


again with Comfort. O live well.” And 


at that Time ſhe gave me ſeveral Charges 
mne which I cannot write down. 

1 think throughout her whole Time of 
Sickneſs, ſhe was in a chearful ' thankful 
Frame. When ſhe was cold, we uſed to 
give her ſomething warm, and then ſhe 


would ſay, ** Bleſſed be God for all his Mer- 


66 dies, and bleſſed be God for this Comfort 


<-in my Paſſage through this Wilderneſs- 
World.“ When I warmed a: Piece of 


Flannel and put it round her cold Hands, 
be thanked me for it, and ſaid., O how 


; 75 many 


„% Dr Rp, 
% many Mercies have I! I want for no- 
thing; here's warm Flannel, here's every 
thing 1 can wiſh for; I can ſay, I never 
6c —_ any . thing, I . nothing 
but an eaſy Paſſage to Glory | 

She often Nai, that her Pieikges were 
grenter than moſt others enjoyed. I have 
had, ſaid ſhe, a ſuitable, loving Huſband, 
who was always tender of me, and my 
dear Child has been ſo too; and I thank 
thee for thy abundant Care of me, which 
thou haſt ſhewed at all Times, when I 
have been ill, and now at this Time; and T 
hope the Lord whom I can with Comfort 
call, My Lord and my God, will reward you 
all for it; and if nA find any thing that I 
leave behind me that is good, be ſure to 


make a good Uſe of it. 

She ſaid ſhe would not haye 8 always 
fes from the Rod; for ſhe could fay, that 
Szaſons of Afflictions had been of great Uſe 
to her, they made her prize Health more, 
and improve it better. She ſaid, it was 
ftee Grace thar'plucked her from the very 
Brink of Hell, andi it is the Power of di- 
e vine Grace that has ſupported me through 
<<. the: whole of my Life. Hicherto I can ſay 
the Lord is gracious; he hath been very 
*. mereiful to me in ſupporting me under all 


my Trials ;. it is if meet Ines hat God, my 
t good God, doth afflict me; it is. not be- 
„ cauſs he delights into afflict his Children, 


| & o_ it E at all Times for our Proſit. I 
** can 
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can ſay; it hath- been good for me to be 
« afflicted, it hath enabled me to diſcern 
Things, that when I was in Health I could 
4 not. It hath made me to fee more of the 
Vanity and Emptineſs of this World and 
c all its Creature- Comforts; for at beſt they 
„ are but Vanity; Vanity. and Vexation of 
« Spirit may be juſtly wrote upon them all. 
* can fay from my own Experience I have 
found them to be ſo, a Time.“ I 
think it was at this Time that be depeated 


thoſe Verſes: 


Farewell, vain Wirld, I bid adieu, 
Thou cauſt not fill but cloy, 
Dy Throne, O God, dath fend ferth new. 
ENG refined Joy. A lun 


Mere Vanity doth Man purſue, 
With Eagerneſs and Heat © © 
The braveſt Things the World can fhew 
Are but a 22 Cheat. 


Who gain the Riches of the Earth, + 
Gain but a finer Drops. 

Who gain a World, and loſe a Soul, 
Suſtain the greateff L. 


My Soul, there's nothing here that can 

True Bleſs _ 

T painted Shadows, get ye Lone, Me. 
Ze hold me from my Lord. 


0 happy They that only irde ; 
| Their God, and him admire. 


136 5 Du Eper ys 
That 7 may ut the 7 Joys that "hg 
FI. from the Wor relire. | 


"She ſcem?d to have no diſtreſſing Appre- 
beans but all was ſerene and chearful with- 
ef When ſhe was ſpeaking of the Glories 
of the other World, ſhe ſeveral Times ex- 
preſſed her longing Deſires after the Enjoy- 
ment thereof in theſe Words: 


- Nothing but Glory can ſuffice 
The Appetite of Grace. 
I long for Cbriſt with reſtleſs Eyes, 

1 languiſp for his Face. 


I believe ſhe had ſome Foretaſtes of the 
Joys of Heaven, before ſhe was put into 
actual Poſſeſſion thereof; for ſhe would ſome- 
times cry out, O the Glory] O the Glory that 
remains for the People of God above, © 

Once ſhe ſaid, - But what if after all I 
„ ſhould deceive myſelf and Friends! Me- 
4 thinks the very Poſſibility thereof, were 
* enough to make one tremble. 


But the Lamb's Wrath they need not 1 855 
Who once have felt bis Love; 

And they that wall with God below, 
Shall 7 dwell with God above. 


Rage Earth and Hell, come Life, come „ Death, 
Yet ſtill my Song fhall be, 

Cod was, and is, and will be ond. 
And merciful to 1 ne.. 
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The. 2104 my Mater 
came to the, Bed-Si 5 doubt with a 
ſorrowful — ; to whom ſhe ſaid, 
Dear, I think I, am going apace, and I 
hope you will be ſatisfied, - becauſe it is the 
« Will * God.. You have at all Times been 
very ſuitable, very loving and good to 
e me, and I thank you for it kindiy; and 
now I. deſife you freely to reſign and give 
© me up to God; do it now, go I deſire 
you now and give me up freely. If God 
<< ſees it beſt to prolong my Stay here 25 
Earth, I am willing to ſtay; or, if he 
« ſees it beſt to take me to himſelf, I am 
* willing to go; I am willing to be and 
bear what may be moſt for God's Glory.“ 
And my, Maſter. accordingly. with Tears in 
his Eyes, retired into his Cloſet. 

The Evening before ſhe died, before 
Night, ſhe found Death 71 0 upon her, 
and feeling her own Pulſe, fail, © Weh, it 
* will be but a little while before my Work 
te will be done in this World; then 1 ſhall 
© have done with Prayer, my whole Em- 

% ployment then will be Praiſe and Love. 
“ Here I love God but faintly, yet I hope 
5 ſincerely, but there it will perfettly l 
<< perfettly ! I. ſhall behold his Face in 
„ Righteouſneſs, for I am thy Servant, 
** Lord, I am thy Servant, bought With 
*© Blood, with precious Blood; Chriſt died 
to purchaſe the Life of my Soul.” And 


then as in a Rapture repeated the following 
Lanes, 


of — Ekbreffions | I? 1 
though by Reaſon of Wedkneſs the 
bring out the Wos. 
ft cor, OL 7 5 
5 Lend, Jus thine, but thou wil e | 
©: My" Fateh; my Patience and my Love. 
" What ' Sinners value, T reſign. =. 
Tord, lis enough that 15 art mine; 
I. all bebold't y bliſsful —_— 
ng ard conpleat in Rights, © | 


- This Lifts 4 Dream, an empty Sboto : 
But the bright World to which Igo 

Halb Joys / ſubſtantial and ſincere. 

. When fball I wake and find me toe? - £ 


':O'xlorians Hour 1 O ble Abode ! | 
Tull be near and lite my Gd; 
Aud Ne and Sin no mort comvoul 
_ The ſacred: Pleaſures of my Soul. 


Fiſh Gall Number i in the Ground, 
" oh the 1a Trun mpeRs jor ful Seund, . 

n burſt the C Clin wi, Sweet Surprizes 

' Adi in my Savious?s Hude _— i, 


3 All this ſhe uttered f in a moſt pathetick 
Manner; it came with Life and Power to 
Soul. Sometimes ſhe would repeat Ver- 
es which, knew not here to nd; often 
ſhe repeatec that Verſe of Mr, Baxter: 85 7 


1 Ah Knowledge of that Life is falls 

The Eye of Faith is dim; 

But "tis enough that Chriſt knows all, 
And £ fhall be with him. 
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„ A little Nigg 1 ſhall be ſinging that 
« ſweet Song, Bleſſing and 'Honogr, and 
& Glory, and Power be unto. him that ſitteth 
© upon the Throne, and to the Lamb for 
« ever and ever.” O what Smiles! what 
Marks of longing Deſire did I behold in ber 
Face, as if ſhe was in a Tranſport of Joy 

She would often ſay, Come Lord AY 
* come quickly; why are thy Chariot-Wheels 
* ſo long in coming! why tarry the Wheels 
of thy Chariot! O bleſſed Convoy, O 
© come od fetch my Soul, to dwelt with * 
God and Chriſt and parte Spirits for ever 
* and ever. — ea get above, to that 
s bleſſed Socie „ my s will 
„ never end. 8 858 the Glory 1 the Glor ers 
„that ſhall be ſet on the Head of Faith an 
* Love! I long for the ann Canvoy. 
© Come, bleſſed Savio come and fetch 
„my Soul bh Glory. ome, Sond Jett, 
come quick] Jui v. why aft thou 
« > long! * TSR with OR. a 
hope in 4. little white T Hall be With him, 
** where. he is, to behold his Face in 
*© teouſneſs ; then hall I be ſatisfied, when 
* I awake in thy Likeneſs “ 

She bad me tang and'many a Time look 
on her. Look on me, ſaid ſhe, and learn. to 
die; for die you muſt and turn to Duſt.“ She 
aid, Death comes on gradually, but I ⁊m 
** not afraid of its Approaches; I can meet 
*© Death in all its Terrors with Pleaſure, be- 


oy * cauſe f its Sting is taken away, and becauſe 
TEK —_ 


1410 * Dying Evprofions ＋ 8 
* it will v'bring me to Chriſt, my living 
* Head; 1 long to be with Chrilt, to be- 
hold his Glory.“ And then with viſible 
Marks of Pleaſure,” "theſe Lines dropt from 
her dying Lips, (for her Fleſh was almoſt as 
cold four Howrs before * Death, as when 
ay was really dead. * 


ws Qithe Dalights, the beevenh ops !. ! 
{The Glories of the- Place | 

( er Jeſus ſbeds the, brighteſt FR 
O his &erflowing. Grace. 


L © Ther pauſing, ſhe ſaid, © The Pains ot 


eath are great, bat what will Glory be, 


14 Til o 


ee Ae L a 
Su ſmiling on bis Brow, _ | | 
Aud all the glorious Ranks. above 
A humble Diſtance bow. 


D. — Princes. to his imperial Name + 
Bend their bright Sceptres dn, 

* Dominions Thrones, and Powers rejoite _ 
To fee him wear the Crown. 
Archangel found bis lofty Praije 

Dre every heavenly Street, 
0 Aud l their brighteſt ri” i 
90 —— Fret. 100 
i is the Man, tb exalted Man, 
n] bon we unſeen adore: e: 
| N our Eyes bebold bis Face, ' 
© Our Hearts ſhall love bim more. 


21 T can bi chither N 
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orb whilſt aur Faith enjaꝝs this Sight, 
Me long to leave our Clay, e 180 

Le e thy fidry:Charidts, en Indy 
\ To fetch, aun Sond f. Tongues Ih co 


c Come, ſweet Jeſus, come 7. 1 ckly; I lo 
© ſee thy bleſſed Face one 8 | 7» Long þ 
have PEAS before, that a 191 boo ity 
Clock ſhe was in great Pain, and 
her where ber Pain was; to which e ied, 
5 It is in my Breaſt, it is a Stitch in my 
10 Breaſt, and I think it is a Death-Stitch, 
© and I think 1 it will not be long before this 
«+ frail, painful Life will be at an End; and 
I can fay, if Lifeand Death were 'before 
©. me, and I might have my Choice, I would 
“ not chuſe for myſelf, for I would not be 
* my own Carver; 1 leave even this with all 
<« my. other Concerns to infinite Wiſdom to 
determine; for 1 know that he will do 
what is beſt for me, and for all that truſt 
ein him for Help. Though my Pains are 
« great, I hope they are for my good, and 
 « TÞ would bear them with all the Patience I 
can, knowing that &er long they will all be 
s at an End; all Sorrow will ceaſe, and Pain 
& will ceaſe and be no more ; hold out Faith 
“and Patience a little longer, for it will 8 
e be long before this weary Soul will enjo 
„ perfect Reſt. One Sight of my bleſſed 
&« Saviour will amply make amends for all 
< the Pains that I have endured ;. theſe light 
Afflictions which, are but for a N 
IP | £ 6 <8 WI 
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Dun Err 
46 _—_ iſſue in a far more e x and eter- 
1c nal Weight of Glory.“ She then aſked 
what the Clock ſtruck; I told her it ſtruck 
three, at which ſhe {miled: and ſaid, but three ! 
T ſhall not be gone before ſix ; and after this, 
was often aſking whether it- was fix o'Clock 
(but it was about nine when ſhe departed) at 
o Clock the counted it; and ſaid. Now 
«ir is fix ofClotk, come Lord, come my 
«© Lord, for I can ſay. 15 with Comfort and 
4 Aſſtrance, ny Lad and my God, the God 
2 LM. VF Youth, and he will ſupport me in 
ying Momencs, and ee why 
« e I Death! O come, my Lord, 
4 long to be gone, I long to be gone, to 
« fee my Lord clearly; here I can fee him 
< but e a Glaſs, but I long for the 
« Time, when 1 ſhall ſee him clearly, as he 
« is, Face to Face; when I ſhall dwell in his 
«- Preſence, and ſerve him as I deſire to ſerve 
4 him, and as he ought to be ſerved, and 
< that is perfectly; But this cannot be, till I 
am abſent'from the Body and ptefent with 

<« the Lord.” 

When Death was near, ſhe was very ſenſi- 

ble of its A pproach, and ſaid, that the was 
ſe Fe apace to the eternal World, and than 
e to be free from all the Pains and 


Sorrows, a and Incumbrances, ſhe had 
been exerciſed with in this World; but ſhe 
aid, I do not hope for any thing as the 
12 Fruits of my own Merits and Righteou. 


a nels, but of ffee Grace, and through the 
„Merits 
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7 e of my dear e . ra 
* bro me out af! the my 
ot l Enemies 33 do me any 
Harm; and I can „ rruft my Soul 
by in.the by Boe of my dear Redeemer; for: I 
% know, whom 1 — believed, and in whom 
„ have put my Truſt, and am confident 
< that he is able to k what I have pm 
* mitted to him 4 en i on 
15) Soul in ler gen es. 0.1 
Now can I fwweetly ſleep ; 
n the Bu, 2 
I leave with. b e ; 
And again ſhe faid, | 
A Bom Hauen will afford 
To thoſe that live unto the Lord, 


One that was preſent told her, that there 


had been many Prayers put up on her Ac- 


count; to. which ſhe anſwered, ſhe hoped they 
were all Prayers with Reſignation, _ - 

She had ſuch ſtrong and eager Longings 
to be gone, that ſhe would often ſay, and ſay 


it with great Earneſtneſs, Come Lord Je- 


** ſus, come, for I long to be gone from the 
« Footſtool to the Throne, where there will 
„ be no more Death, nor Sorrow, nor cry- 
ing, nor any more Pain. O how ſweet 
* will it be! it will be far better to depart 
and be with Chriſt for ever, for ever! than 
remain in the preſent State of Sin and Sor- 
row. 


* 


* Ih - Nye Eur, e 
2 -w. It's "i love my Hyfband, FO 
JO eng 1 8 


v6i}Bve my Ch 
lebe a Peep but! can i 

leave them af, to go ard be fe o Cit, 
len becauſe it will be far bettet. "His Arms are 
open to receive me and bid me wel 8 
* . to Heaven, and Frm the g 
Bnjoymenes thereof. O J Jong tc be gone 

10 4 long to be gone, to be e Chrift, A 
4 never, never part more m dear 
« Lord, :I long te be diſſolved 3; G why, O 
hy are thy Chariot-Wheels ſo long in 
G te make no tarrying, O my God.“ 
A few. Minutes beſore her Depatture, ſhe 
felt herſelf going, and deſired us to lift.her up 
a little, which we did, then ſhe ſmiling ſaid, 
42 Farewell Sin, farewell Pains.“ CIO ſo 

finiſhed her Courſe with Joy. 

Theſe and a great many more very af- 
fecting Expreſſions, dropt from her dying 
a more than I am able to give an Account 
ef but what I have written were her own 

Words, * near as 1 can remember. 
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